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RNHA EXPRESSES ALARM AT REPORTS THAT NEW 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CRITERIA MAY STOP OLDER 
PEOPLE QUALIFYING FOR NHS FUNDING OF THEIR CARE 

 
‘Extremely alarming’ is how Registered Nursing Home Association (RNHA) chief 
executive Frank Ursell has described reports that the Department of Health could be 
planning to make it more difficult than ever for older people to obtain NHS funding 
for long-term care in nursing homes and other residential care settings. 
 
New draft criteria for the assessment of individuals’ eligibility for full NHS funding 
of their care that have been drawn up by the Department of Health in advance of a 
forthcoming public consultation are said to have been tightened up in ways that would 
reduce rather than increase the number of older people who qualify in future. 
 
Said Mr Ursell: “If these early reports are accurate, it is potentially a cause of great 
concern to hundreds of thousands of people across the country.  It would mean many 
more people having to sell their homes in order to pay for the nursing care they 
thought the State would fund. 
 
“There have been two landmark court cases in recent years where judges concluded 
that everyone whose primary need is for health care should qualify for NHS funding 
of all their costs.  It would be a very cynical ploy by the Department of Health to 
define health care so narrowly that fewer people receive the financial support to 
which they are entitled by law.” 
 
The Registered Nursing Home Association, which represents over 1,200 nursing 
homes across the UK, has long campaigned for an end to the postcode lottery in 
which older people living in some areas of the country are denied the same level of 
NHS funding towards their care costs as older people in other areas, despite having 
virtually identical health conditions. 
 
But, said Mr Ursell, ending the postcode lottery should not mean standardising the 
assessment criteria in order to ensure that even more individuals are denied full NHS 
funding. 
 
“If this were to happen, then we would be truly heading towards a nightmare scenario 
in which the State had abrogated its responsibilities to older people.  What most 
people have been expecting and hoping for from the Department of Health’s current 
review of the rules is compliance with earlier court decisions.  We may be going to 
see the very opposite, although we will reserve final judgement until we see exactly 
what the Department is proposing when it publishes its consultation document.” 
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He added: “Earlier this month we issued a statement expressing our fears that the 
Department might be tempted to create higher hurdles for older people to climb to 
meet the criteria for full NHS funding.  When the consultation document is eventually 
published, all those involved in the care of older people will need to examine the 
small print with the eyes of a hawk.” 
 
In the meantime, the RNHA is urging as many people as possible to write to the 
Secretary of State for Health, Mrs Patricia Hewitt, to urge her to comply with 
outcomes of the Coughlan and Grogan court cases by extending NHS funding to all 
older people with long-term health needs. 
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Notes to editors: 
 
1. In 1999, the Court of Appeal determined in the case of Pamela Coughlan that if a 
patient’s primary need is for health care, it is the responsibility of the NHS to fund it. 
If health care is ancillary or incidental to their need for accommodation in a care 
home, then it could be the responsibility of the local authority to organise it, but on a 
means-tested basis. 

          
2. In 2005, Matthew Grogan won a court case against Bexley NHS Care Trust, which 
had refused to fund his mother’s continuing care in a nursing home and forced him to 
sell her house in order to find the money.  NHS criteria used to assess her needs were 
described as ‘fatally flawed’. 
 
For further information and comment, please contact: 
Frank Ursell, Chief Executive Officer, Registered Nursing Home Association 
Tel: 0121-454 2511 or 07785 227000 
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