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Editorial 
 
The Prime Ministerôs reshuffle of the Cabinet and wider Ministerial posts has 
claimed the scalps of Andrew Lansley and Paul Burstow. 
 
Mr Lansley, who had previously been David Cameronôs boss in Tory HQ, 
will probably have been a personally difficult decision for Mr Cameron, 
however, politically there was little alternative. 
 
Mr Lansley spent 10 years in opposition studying the NHS and came into 
Government with a fully formed plan for its reformation.  He is, clearly, a 
passionate supporter of the NHS.  He is alive because of it. 
 
The problem was, in my view, that he was politically naive and in sweeping 
into power he thrust his pre-prepared Bill at the NHS and all of its vested 
interests.  The outcome may have been rather different had he, on coming 
into Government, said to the vested interests ñWe all acknowledge that 
change is needed in the NHS, let me have your best ideasò ï thereafter 
presenting his pre-prepared Bill. 
 
What we have is a Bill which was savaged and with about 1,000 
amendments ï it is not the coherent document that started out on its path to  

 
 
 
 
the 450 page Health and Social Care Act 2012. 
 
Mr Lansley has my sympathy ï effectively his lifeôs work is lost.  However, I 
feel most sad about the NHS as its reform is lost for a generation...I am not 
sure that it can last that long. 
 
Mr Lansley is replaced Jeremy Hunt. 
 
Also gone from Government is Paul Burstow, former social care Minister 
who has returned to the back benches.  He is replaced by LibDem Norman 
Lamb, who has a good understanding of the brief and who had been 
opposed by Lansley when the Prime Minister originally dished out the posts 
following the Coalition Agreement. 
 
Sadly, Mr Burstow, did not live up to the hopes the sector had of him.  In 
opposition he was an active and vocal champion of older people and 
disabled people.  In Government for the first 18 months or more he was 
more or less publicly silent on those issues and seemed to me to be 
wheeled out to deliver or respond to bad news, mostly concerning health  
 

 
 
 
issues.  I formed the view that he was Mr Lansleyôs ófall guyô while he, 
Lansley, remained in the background as much as possible. 
 
A huge disappointment.  Two men in whom many had expectations of great 
things in the reform of health and social care ï all come to naught... 
  
Politics, a difficult game and one not always destined to bring about the 
profound improvements one might expect. 
 
I hope that Jeremy Hunt and Norman Lamb are more effective at working 
together and that they make progress with the Treasury in releasing funds 
needed to bring about the delayed, belated and much needed reform to the 
health and social care sectors ï especially the funding of long term care. 

This weekôs articleðGovernment Reshuffle 
 
 

This week we bring you PLMRôs update following the Prime Ministers reshuffle last week. 
 
 
To review now, click here 
 

Parliamentary Business 
 

HoL in recess until 08.10.2012 
 
11.09.2012 ï HoC - Ten Minute Rule Motion - NHS 
Audit Requirements (Foreign Nationals) - Henry 
Smith 

Continued on page 33 
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Change, Charges, Cuts and Confusion  

in adult social care services 

 
Iôll be speaking about important legal developments in the adults social care services sector, on the 9

th
 October, in Lon-

don, for Community Living Magazine, a charitable organisation which aims to raise awareness about such issues, for 
everyone involved with adults with learning disabilities. 
 
There are still some places left, if youôd like to come. You can click on the link here, to see the dayôs material and booking arrangements - Com-
munity Living Seminar Flyer ï but these are the main talks: 
 
Change: the draft Care and Support Bill ï useful for anyone putting their finishing touches to the consultation exercise before the 15 October 
deadline. 

Charging legal developments ï a closer look at the North Tyneside case ï and concerns around the country about councilsô approaches to 
disability related expenditure. 

Cuts ï an analysis of the good and bad points for clients and councils, in the Supreme Court case of KM v Cambridgeshire County Council  

Confusion round up - choice, brokerage, consultation, equalities issues, shared background support vs óindividualô budgets ï and a best inter-
ests and capacity update in relation to the implications for people with impairments, of the recent cases about refusals of food, medication and a 
right to die. 
 
I very much hope to see you there. 
 
 
Regards 
Belinda Schwehr 
Care and Health Law 
belinda@careandhealthlaw.com 
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Visit a Real Employment Tribunal  

18 September 2012 - Manchester 
 

Average compensation award for unfair dismissal £9,000 
(Employment Tribunal Service Annual Report 2010-11) 

 

 
 
Witness how procedures tick boxes, save you cash and reduce the likelihood of a claim  
by over 30%  
(Gibbons report) 
Gain essential understanding and greater confidence in managing your people without conflict. 
(Tribunals service) 
 
Who will benefit? 
Business owners, senior managers, supervisors, team leaders, line managers, personnel & HR officers and HR specialists can all learn how to keep out of a tribunal by see-
ing what happens in practice. 
 
About the visit 
Å Pre-briefing on the day 
Å A pack of useful material to support observations made 
Å The most suitable tribunal case is selected 
Å Case progress reviews at appropriate points during the day 
Å Lunch is included 
 
Wherever possible we obtain the decision reached by the Tribunal so delegates know the outcome of what they observe. Sometimes the decision is available on the day. 
  
Typically Malcolm Martin will lead the visit. He holds a Certificate in Employment Law; is a  Chartered Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development; and 
co-author of the CIPD book Personnel Practice and the Employment Law Pocketbook. 
 
The inclusive price for an accompanied visit to the Manchester Employment Tribunal on Tuesday 18 September 2012  9am ï 4pm (approx) at £135 + VAT per delegate. 
 
To reserve your place please contact Employer Solutions on 01524 599399 or by email here 
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Abuse/Dignity 

1. CCTV shows abuse of Ivy Robinson at a 
care home in Pontefract 
29 August 2012 ï YouTube  
CCTV has been released on YouTube showing de-
mentia sufferer Ivy Robinson being mistreated at the 
Oakfoss House in Pontefract. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_detailpage&v=GMopbgM -YkI  

2. Eastbourne preacher 'told woman not to 
report abuse' 
03 September 2012 ï BBC News  
Ian Jackson, an evangelist Christian preacher from 
East Sussex urged a victim of sexual abuse not to 
report the man responsible to the police. 
 
He told Lina Barnes he would not support her if she 
reported that Gospel Hall Brethren preacher Allan 
Cundick assaulted her at the age of 12 but said he 
was only concerned for her progress. 
 
But Ms Barnes, who sought advice from him last 
year, said he wanted to protect the Church. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -sussex -19468232 
 
Ed. Indefensible. 

3. Jersey care abuse compensation 'not 
enough' 
04 September 2012 ï BBC News 
A policitian says that the compensation offered to 
those who suffered abuse in Jersey's care system is 
not enough. 
 
The States had revealed that victims of historic 
abuse at places like Haute de la Garenne would be 
able to claim up to £60,000 but Deputy Mike Higgins 

wants States members to review it and wanted the 
application deadline extended beyond 30.09.2012. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world -europe -jersey -19477320 

4. Suffolk: Care complaints up after 
ñWinterbourne View effectò prompts more 
whistleblowers 
05 September 2012 - EADT24 
The ñWinterbourne Viewò effect has sparked an in-
crease in complaints about adult care across Suffolk, 
a new council report shows.  However the authority 
does not believe there has been an increase in abuse 
itself ï officials believe that the media spotlight on the 
issue has prompted more people, especially mem-
bers of staff, to raise issues if there are any concerns. 
 
Next weekôs meeting of the councilôs cabinet will dis-
cuss the Safeguarding Adult Board annual report 
which shows that the number of referrals to the board 
increased from 2,172 to 2,492 last year. 
 
The increase is almost 15% ï but officials believe the 
underlying trend could be higher than that. 
 
The most significant increase is from staff, who now 
appear to be happier to act as ñwhistleblowersò fol-
lowing national publicity. 

5. Bishop paid child abuse settlements in 
1990s 
07 September 2012 - Irish Times 
The Bishop of Clonfert John Kirby made out-of-court 
settlements in the 1990s with two victims of an 
abuser priest in his diocese. 
 
He said yesterday he believed the settlements were 
made in 1994 and 1998, and, ñfrom memoryò, these, 
including legal fees, totalled ñcirca IRÃ130,000ò. 
 

Both settlements arose from child abuse by the priest 
identified as ñpriest Aò in a National Board for Safe-
guarding Children (NBSC) review published on 
05.09.2012. 
 
The review said ñfive separate complaints were made 
against priest óAô between 1990 and 1997ò. Priest A 
was convicted in the courts and served a jail sen-
tence. The review established that when he became 
aware of child abuse allegations against A and an-
other priest, Bishop Kirby moved the priests against 
whom allegations were made to different parishesò. 
 
Bishop Kirby said of this, ñI literally thought, and you 
can put it down as gross innocence and naivety, that 
if I separated the priest and the youngster, that it was 
a friendship that crossed the boundary line. I literally 
thought if I separated them I would have solved the 
problem.ò 
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/
frontpage/2012/0907/1224323697878.html  

 
Ed.  Indefensible!  

6. Probe into claims of abuse at care home 
08 September 2012 - Belfast Telegraph 
Claims that vulnerable adults have been abused at a 
residential care home are being investigated by police 
and health chiefs. 
 
A number of staff have been suspended at Ralphôs 
Close, at the back of the Gransha Hospital site in the 
Waterside area of Londonderry. 
 
An urgent appeal for information has been issued by 
the Western Health and Social Care Trust after a 
number of allegations concerning the home were 
made anonymously. 
 
Read more: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local -
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national/northern -ireland/probe -into -claims -of -abuse -at-care-
home -16208122.html#ixzz26BZ79Dg0   

Business News 
 
7. MPs attack Barclays over action on         
mis-sold rate swaps 

04 September 2012 - Citywire.co.uk 
MPs attack Barclays over action on mis-sold rate 
swaps. Eight MPs have written to new Barclays chief 
executive Antony Jenkins protesting over the bank's 
'disappointing' response on interest rate swap mis-
selling, according to reports.  
 

8. A fun day for all as Care UK opens its         
latest home in East Grinstead 

05 September 2012 - CareUK 
The newest state-of-the-art care home to be oper-
ated by Care UK has opened in Surrey. Mill View, in 
East Grinstead, offers residential and nursing care 
for older people and, in a separate suite, Care UKôs 
award winning programme of care for people with 
dementia. 

9. Four Seasons appoints new top team 
6 September 2012 - Four Seasons Health Care 
Four Seasons Health Care, the UKôs largest inde-
pendent elderly and specialist care provider, which 
was purchased by Terra Firma in July 2012, an-
nounced the appointment of Ian Smith as Chairman.  
He will be joined on the board by Arjan Breure and 
Lorenzo Levi, both managing directors of Terra 
Firma, and by Lorcan Wood, a director of Terra 
Firma.  
 
Ian Smith was previously Chief Executive of Reed 
Elsevier and of Taylor Woodrow and, from 2004 to 
2006, of the private hospital company, General 
Healthcare Group.  

Ian Smith said:  
 
ñI am excited about the opportunity to work with Pete 
Calveley and his team and to build further upon their 
success. Four Seasons is an excellent company and 
I look forward to playing my part in its development." 
 
Pete Calveley, Chief Executive of Four Seasons 
Health Care, said:  
 
ñI am delighted to welcome Ian to the Four Seasons 
Health Care board and look forward to working with 
him. In addition to his outstanding record of achieve-
ment, Ianôs experience of running General Healthcare 
Group will be of real benefit to us.ò  
 
Guy Hands, Chairman and Chief Investment Officer 
of Terra Firma, said:  
 
ñIan is an outstanding appointment as Chairman of 
Four Seasons. Terra Firmaôs acquisition has provided 
Four Seasons with a much needed stable capital 
structure, and Ian will provide senior support to Four 
Seasonsô management to increase its ability to lead 
the sector in terms of quality of service.ò  

10. Elder Homes buys back care home with 
bank funding 
The Elder Homes Group has bought its 16th home 
after taking over Basford Hurst Park Nursing and 
Residential Home in Cheddleton in Leek, safeguard-
ing the jobs of 74 full and part-time staff and creating 
a further 20 roles. 
 
The 85-bedroom home will now undergo an extensive 
refurbishment programme, incorporating the creation 
of two smaller male-only and female-only self-
contained units for elderly residents with "more chal-
lenging" mental health issues, the group said. 

Elder Homes managing director David Messenger 
said: "We originally owned the home from 2001 
through to 2007, however, a deal came about for us 
to buy it back, which we have. Elder Homes Group 
now has 800 bedrooms located in Nottinghamshire, 
Staffordshire, Yorkshire, Manchester and Essex.ò 

11. RBS in talks to settle Libor allegations  
07 September 2012 - Financial Times 
Royal Bank of Scotland is braced for a settlement 
with regulators over Libor manipulation that could 
cost it £200-£300m ï on a par with the landmark 
£290m fine imposed on Barclays in June ï with the 
first payment likely within three months. 
http:// link.ft.com/r/G8OTZZ/2OHALU/M9RNAR/ZGIHKT/
T13VFR/RF/h?a1=2012&a2=9&a3=7   
 

Former iSoft chiefs facing retrial over 
óconspiracyô 
08 September 2012 The Times  
See item 29 below in óCases in the newsô 
 

12. NICE looks again at Glaxo drug Benlysta 
08 September 2012 Daily Mail 
NICE has said that it will reconsider its decision not to 
recommend GSKôs lupus drug.  

Care Homes 
13. Care home caned 
29 August 2012 ï North London News 
A care home has been criticised by inspectors for 
failing to give patients the correct medication.  
 
The CQC issued a formal warning to Four Seasons 
Limited after the Sunbridge Care Centre was in-
spected in July this year. 
 
The inspectors found that medicine records did not 
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match the number of tablets remaining and many 
new prescriptions were not ready for up to four days. 
http://www.northlondon -today.co.uk/News.cfm?
id=29651&headline=CCAARREE%20HHOOMMEE%
20CCAANNEEDD 

14. Care home warned to improve records 
30 August 2012 ï News Post Leader 
A care home in Cramlington was slammed by the 
CQC for failing to ensure the safety and wellbeing of 
its residents. 
 
Beacon Farm Care Home now has until October to 
clean up its act or face further action from the regula-
tor. 
 
The CQC issued a formal warning to owner Cotswold 
Spa Retirement Hotels Ltd, a wholly owned subsidi-
ary of Four Seasons Healthcare Ltd, calling for im-
provements to its standard of care at the Beacon 
Lane home. 
http://www.newspostleader.co.uk/news/care -home -warned -to-
improve -records -1-4881664 

15. Inspectors' warnings to Beechdale Manor 
Care Home in Nottingham 
31 August 2012 ï This is Nottingham News 
CQC could be taking legal action against a city care 
home if it fails to improve. 
 
Inspectors visited Beechdale Manor Care Home on 
23.07.2012 and 02.08.2012 after concerns were 
highlighted at a previous inspection. 
 
The regulator has now issued a formal warning to 
Bondcare Ltd, the company responsible for the home 
in Beechdale Road, Bilborough after an inspection 
found the following: 
 

¶ A resident left in sheets wet with urine for over an 

hour and staff ignored their shouts for help 

¶ Residents expressing concerns at staffing levels 

saying they often had to wait for up to an hour for 
assistance 

¶ Staff failing to clean up vomit on a chair in the 

communal lounge area, placing people at risk of 
infection 

¶ Some care plans lacking sufficient detail or essen-

tial information 

¶ No pain management plans were in place for peo-

ple with painful medical conditions 
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/Inspectors -warnings -
Beechdale -Manor -Care-Home/story -16796511-detail/story.html  

16. Worthing care homes given formal       
warnings 
03 September 2012 ï The Argus  
Two care homes have been given formal warnings by 
CQC after being found ñfailing to protectò vulnerable 
residents. 
 
Poor standards of care were found at Greenways in 
Southwick and Homewood in Worthing during sur-
prise inspections during the summer. 
http://www.theargus.co.uk/
news/9907616.Worthing_care_homes_given_formal_warnings/  

17. Watchdog warns Meadow Lodge care 
home to clean up act 
04 September 2012 ï 
A formal warning has been issued by CQC to a care 
home in Beeston after inspectors found evidence it 
was not being cleaned properly. 
 
Inspectors carried out an unannounced visit to 
Meadow Lodge care home in Meadow Road on 
27.06.2012. 
 
During the inspection they found a number of causes 

for concern including: 
 

¶ Nine out of ten commodes inspectors looked at 

had dried faecal matter on them. 

¶ Soiled armchairs and bedding. 

¶ Floors had not been vacuumed or mopped. 

¶ Toilets had not been properly cleaned. 
http://www.thisisnottingham.co.uk/Watchdog -warns -Meadow -
Lodge -care-home -clean -act/story -16819901-detail/story.html  

18. 41 job losses as Portstewart care home 
closes 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
A care home in County Londonderry will be closing 
with the loss of 41 jobs after its new owners decided 
the building does not meet required standards. 
 
The closure of the Montague in Portstewart means 
that 23 residents have to be relocated. 
 
The home was run by collapsed care provider South-
ern Cross until November 2011 when it was then 
taken over by Durham-based firm HC-One. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -foyle -west -
19486787 

19. Care homes to be rated through survey of 
50,000 residents 
06 September 2012 ï Community Care 
Fifty thousand care home residents will be asked to 
rate their homes during September in the first in an 
annual series of surveys launched by care providers 
to provide comparative performance information on 
services. 
 
Your Care Rating was launched by 13 regional and 
national providers to commission the annual survey, 
from market research company Ipsos MORI, and will 
publish information on residents' views of their 850 
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homes. Your Care Rating aims to increase the num-
ber of participating providers over time. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/06/09/2012/118504/
Care-homes -to-be-rated -through -survey -of-50000-
residents.htm  
 

20. Angela had a nagging fear about her 
mumôs nursing home ï so she bought a tiny 
spy camera hidden in a clock.  What it           
exposed was truly horrifying 
08 September 2012 Daily Mail 
Two pages of the family story behind last weekôs 
convictions of Emma Bryan, 29, and Katherine Wal-
lis, 45, for the abuse inflicted on 89 yr old Ivy. 

Case Reports 

Law Reports 

21. Coventry City Council v C, B, CA and CH  
 
Summary  
A 27-year-old woman with significant learning dis-
abilities was pregnant with her fourth child. Her previ-
ous children had been placed for adoption and the 
local authority planned to similarly accommodate the 
newborn under a voluntary agreement with the 
mother pursuant to section 20 of the Children Act 
1989. For such an agreement to be lawful, the parent 
must have the requisite capacity to decide whether to 
consent in the light of the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  
 
On the day of her emergency hospital admission, the 
mother was confronted with three key decisions: (1) 
whether to consent to life sustaining surgery; (2) 
whether to accept pain relief (including morphine to 
which she thought she was allergic); and (3) whether 
to consent to the accommodation of her child in local 
authority care. She consented to the first, belatedly 

agreed to the second, but initially refused to consent 
to the third. But when the social worker returned later 
that same day, the mother ï by then on morphine ï 
consented and the child was removed. Mr Justice 
Hedley agreed that the childôs welfare required her to 
be taken into care and approved the local authorityôs 
concessions that the Article 8 rights of both mother 
and child had been breached because consent 
should not have been sought that day in the after-
math of birth, and the removal was a disproportionate 
response to the risks that then existed.  
 
So far as the section 20 agreement was concerned, if 
the mother lacked capacity when she consented it 
would have been invalid and the removal unlawful. 
His Lordship reiterated that capacity was issue and 
situation specific, so being able to decide about sur-
gery and pain relief did not indicate that she could 
decide about the removal of her child. The fact that 
she might be able to make that decision before the 
birth or sometime after did not mean she could do so 
on the day of birth. Moreover:  
 
ñ39. Capacity is not always an easy judgment to 
make, and it is usually to be made by the person 
seeking to rely on the decision so obtained. Some-
times it will be necessary to seek advice from carers 
and family; occasionally a formal medical assessment 
may be required; always it will be necessary to have 
regard to Chapter 4 of the Code of Practice under the 
2005 Actéò  
 
Even where there was capacity, ñit is essential that 
any consent so obtained is properly informed and, at 
least where it results in detriment to the giverôs per-
sonal interest, is fairly obtained. That is implicit in a 
due regard for the giverôs rights under Articles 6 and 
8 of the European Convention on Human 
Rightsò (paragraph 28). In this case, the motherôs 
consent may not have been properly informed be-

cause (a) she was never told that a continued refusal 
of consent would result in the child staying in hospital 
with her for another day or two and (b) she was told 
that the removal was only a temporary arrangement, 
despite everyone else knowing that this was highly 
unlikely (paragraph 43). In relation to fairness, his 
Lordship added:  
 
ñ44. I am not sure that the court can say much about 
fairness on the facts of this case in the light of the 
local authorityôs concessions. Clearly a social worker 
must have regard to the vulnerability of the parent, 
her previously expressed willingness or otherwise to 
consent, the magnitude of the decision and its conse-
quences for the mother and the actual circumstances 
of the mother as and when consent is sought. In this 
case the failure to encourage the mother to speak to 
her solicitor may also have affected fairness. It is im-
portant to emphasise that whilst the mother should 
know the plan of the local authority, willingness to 
consent cannot be inferred from silence, submission 
or even acquiescence. It is a positive stance.ò  
 
At paragraph 46, his Lordship then gave guidance, 
approved by the President of the Family Division, to 
social workers in respect of obtaining consent for sec-
tion 20 agreements.  
 
Comment  
Although this was not a Court of Protection case, his 
Lordshipôs comments on assessing mental capacity 
are of more general application and therefore trans-
ferable. That a personôs capacity is both decision and 
time specific and the need to identify who should as-
sess capacity serve as important reminders. More-
over, amongst the guidance given, it was stated that 
ñ[e]very social worker obtaining [consent under a sec-
tion 20 agreement] is under a personal duty (the out-
come of which may not be dictated to them by others) 
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to be satisfied that the person giving the consent 
does not lack the capacity to do so.ò Again, such a 
duty may be equally applicable to all those responsi-
ble for assessing othersô capacity.  
 
The Article 6 requirement for fairness in the seeking 
of a personôs consent is also of interest and would 
seem relevant to, for example, best interests deci-
sions taken to remove someone lacking capacity 
from the care of others. It is also likely to be further 
explored in Court of Protection proceedings. 
 

22. Davis & Davis v West Sussex County 
Council  
 
Comment  
This judicial review decision does not specifically 
relate to the MCA. However, it arose out of a case 
conference convened by a local authority in Decem-
ber 2010 concerning allegations of abuse at a care 
home, and therefore provides some important guid-
ance upon a matter that that is ï sadly ï very much 
in the news at the moment.  
 
The Claimants owned two care homes, and applied 
to quash decisions of WSCC taken at a safeguarding 
vulnerable adults care conference that (inter alia) 
allegations of abuse against members of the staff at 
one of the homes were substantiated, individual ac-
tions should be taken by the care home, and that 
three members of staff should be referred to the ap-
propriate professional body for possible disciplinary 
action.  
 
For present purposes, the main thrust of the Claim-
antsô challenge to the process adopted by WSCC 
was (as set out at paragraph 3):  
 

(1) they were not given adequate notice of the allega-
tions made against them so as to allow them a fair 
opportunity to present their case at the Case Confer-
ence. They were only provided with a copy of the 
very substantial Investigation Report ï which set out 
the allegations for the first time, albeit in unclear form 
ï one working day before the Case Conference;  
 
(2) they were not shown the evidence against them;  
 
 (3) the Case Conference was not shown relevant 
evidence generated by the investigation, both for and 
against them.  
 
 (4) they were not permitted, or given an adequate 
opportunity, to produce relevant evidence to the Case 
Conference, whether through witnesses or otherwise.  
 
HHJ Mackie QC (sitting as a High Court Judge) noted 
a number of significant failures in the process:  
 
ñ45. The [case conference] meeting lasted more than 
8 hours. It is unclear what documents were available 
to the panel. Mr McGuire emphasises the extent of 
the discussion at Mrs Hillary-Warnettôs interview with 
the police, at which all matters complained of were 
apparently covered. However there is nothing to sug-
gest that the record of the interview was disclosed or 
discussed with the panel despite the fact that it must 
have been one of the factors leading the police to 
decide to take no action. It does not appear from the 
record that notes of other interviews were available to 
the panel either. West Sussex, surprisingly, relies on 
the fact that Mrs Davis did not herself at the confer-
ence ask to have the matter adjourned. But it was or 
should have been obvious that she wanted it ad-
journed because her solicitors had written to say so 
and Mrs Davis had reminded the meeting of the let-
ter. Ms Attwood points to the fact that Mrs Davis 

started by making it clear that she was going to follow 
her solicitorsꞌ advice to make no comment but then 
chose to go on and comment on a number of occa-
sions. There was no indication that West Sussex saw 
anything amiss in relying on what this elderly lady 
went on to say, despite knowing of her solicitorsô ad-
vice. During the lunch break which according to Ms 
Attwood was órelaxedô Mrs Davis made a remark to 
her informally. Ms Attwood ósuggested é that she 
share these comments with other attendees when the 
meeting reconvened and she agreed and é repeated 
this statement towards the end of the meeting.ô This 
was unfair.  
 
46. West Sussex was aware of Mrs Davisôs limited 
role as owner not manager of Nyton House. The chair 
refused an adjournment, gave Mrs Davis no proper 
opportunity to prepare for the meeting, refused even 
to consider her solicitorsô letter, continued for eight 
hours knowing that she was an elderly lady, where 
the meeting was ten on one side and one on the 
other and where even the informality of a brief lunch 
break was abused. Nevertheless conclusions were 
drawn about Mrs Davisôs credibility and her fitness to 
own a care home. These were in part based on de-
tailed matters relating to individual carers and pa-
tients (see paragraph 18 of Ms Attwoodôs statement) 
which West Sussex knew or should have known were 
outside Mrs Davisôs knowledge given the impossibility 
of looking into all these allegations in such an ab-
surdly short time and its decision (for reasons which 
were of themselves legitimate) to exclude from the 
meeting those who would have had the answers. 
West Sussex, as Mr McGuire put it, considered that 
Mrs Davis had ómade a long series of admissionsô.  
 
47. I again remind myself that the prime object of the 
investigation was to protectvulnerable adults and to 
prevent abuse not to give particular consideration to 
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Mrs Davis. But her treatment at and around the 
meeting was deplorable.ò  
 
Reminding himself that WSCC had stated in an ear-
lier letter sent in June 2010 that the relevant investi-
gation report would be shared with Mrs Davis prior to 
the case conference ñand time given for Mrs Davis to 
provide a detailed responseò (paragraph 32), HHJ 
Mackie QC concluded at paragraphs 70-1 that:  
 
ñ70. The conference was not a trial of Mr and Mrs 
Davis but the process of investigation and the taking 
of decisions had potentially serious consequences 
for their business, for their residents and for their 
staff. The Claimants were given an assurance in 
June on which they were entitled to rely. Nothing 
relevant occurred between the giving of that assur-
ance and the Case Conference. The length, impor-
tance and content of the report was such that Mrs 
Davis could not reasonably have absorbed it so as to 
respond in the short time that she was given, the cir-
cumstances of the conference itself and the conse-
quences were unfair and unjust to Mrs Davis in the 
ways I have explained.  
 
71. The procedure adopted and carried out was un-
fair. It did not follow fully the guidance in the Multi-
Agency Policy. The policy did not comply with the 
legitimate expectations of the Claimants created by 
the letter of 14 June. There was no good reason for 
the commitment made in that letter not to be carried 
out. It follows that subject to the two further argu-
ments which West Sussex were given permission to 
bring when this case was first listed for trial before 
Mrs Justice Nicola Davies on 27 March 2012, and to 
questions of remedy, the application would be 
granted.ò  
 

The first of these arguments advanced was that the 
Claimants could not derive any public law assistance 
from either the ñNo Secrets Guidanceò or the local 
protocol under which WSCC argued. In this, it relied 
upon the analysis of the former in Part 9 of the Law 
Commission Report on Adult Social Care. At para-
graph 75, HHJ Mackie QC noted:  
 
ñAs Mr McGuire and the Law Commission point out 
there is a lack of precision because ñNo Secretsò con-
tains guidance for local authorities in the exercise of 
existing statutory functions but no freestanding justifi-
cation for an investigation. Quite rightly this has not 
deterred West Sussex, like other authorities, from 
carrying out investigations and Mr McGuire does not 
go as far as suggesting that that is a defence to judi-
cial review where the public body did not have statu-
tory power to do what it did. It seems to me that this 
defence is closely linked to the whole question of 
natural justice. While there may well be situations 
where the obligation to protect vulnerable adults justi-
fiably permits a local authority to infringe what might 
otherwise be the rights to natural justice of third par-
ties no question of this arises here. There was, by 
December 2010, no respect in which the duty to pro-
tect vulnerable adults conflicted with the less pressing 
obligation to treat other parties affected in a just man-
ner.ò  
 
The second of the arguments was as to whether the 
decisions were amenable to judicial review at all, or 
whether they represented allegations of breach of 
contract entered into by WSCC in a private capacity. 
This argument was rejected, in essence on the basis 
that the investigation would have taken place whether 
or not there was a contract in place, because WSCC 
ñwas rightly and primarily concerned with investigat-
ing allegations of abuse under its legal pow-
ers.ò (paragraph 87). The process of investigation 

and decision was therefore a public function distinct 
from the contractual relationship (paragraph 89).  
 
HHJ Mackie QC quashed the adverse determinations 
made at the case conference in December 2010 (and 
a further conference convened in July 2011), and de-
clared that the determinations and the recommenda-
tions made pursuant to the review were unlawful.  
It is perhaps only fair to conclude this summary by 
highlighting HHJ Mackie QCôs comments at para-
graph 101:  
 
ñAs I have been critical of West Sussex I repeat my 
view that the professionals in this case acted through-
out in good faith and having in mind the best interests 
of those whom they are engaged to protect. There 
are obviously great pressures on local authority em-
ployees carrying out this important and stressful work. 
The consequences of a failure to intervene can be 
grave. Those working in this area face criticism for 
allegedly interfering when they intervene and for al-
leged neglect or worse when they do not. These fac-
tors need to be borne in mind by anyone making a 
further issue of the matters I have identified.ò 
Comment  
What happened in this case was undoubtedly ex-
tremely unfortunate; whilst in retrospect it would ap-
pear easy to identify the basic failings in procedural 
fairness that took place, the judgment also stands as 
a salutary reminder of the difficulty of balancing the 
interests of the protection of the vulnerable with the 
rights of those involved in delivering care to them. 
Whilst there may well be occasions on which the in-
terests of the former prevail over the latter, especially 
in urgent situations, it must always be good practice 
to ensure that the trampling is as delicate and as 
documented as possible. 
 
Ed.  Readers will recall that this case was re-
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ported in BHCR last week (see item 19).  How-
ever, this is the summary report prepared by bar-
risters from 39 Essex Street Chambers. 

 

23. London Borough of Hammersmith v MW  
 
Summary and comment  
This decision (of HHJ Horowitz QC) is a relatively 
straightforward welfare decision, concerning an ap-
plication by a local authority for relief preventing an 
individual, JC, having contact with MW and, in par-
ticular, visiting, staying or residing at MWôs house. 
JC was a childhood friend of MW who in the difficult 
and complicated circumstances of MWôs life was 
considered to have a baleful impact upon MWôs well-
being. It bears brief notice for the following reasons:  
 
(1) as a ï relatively ï rare example of a decision re-
lating purely to contact, and therefore as an example 
of a court considering issues relating to contact in 
isolation. We note in this regard that HHJ Horowitz 
QC proceeded on the basis that MW lacked the ca-
pacity ñto make his own decision as to the bounda-
ries of contact with an important person in his life [é] 
that is JCò (paragraph 63). This suggests that the 
Court proceeded on the basis that capacity to decide 
upon contact is person specific, rather than issue 
specific and, as such, might be thought to feed into 
what we know is an ongoing debate upon this thorny 
question;  
 
 (2) as an example of a case in which P did not at-
tend the final hearing on the basis that it would be 
adverse to his interests. It is not clear from the judg-
ment whether MW in fact wished to attend the hear-
ing, so it is unclear whether the direction to this end 
(at paragraph 29) was made in the face of MWôs 

wishes; it was, though, supported by the experts and 
the Official Solicitor;  
 
(3) as an example of a case in which the Court (and ï 
it would appear ï the local authority and the Official 
Solicitor) had access to more material than was dis-
closed to the other parties and, specifically, JC. HHJ 
Horowitz QC expressed some ï understandable ï 
relief (at paragraph 30) that he was not required in 
fact to stray beyond material to which all before the 
Court had access; this may explain the fact that he 
gave no specific ground upon which the redaction of 
the material in question was permissible and compati-
ble with JCôs Article 6 rights.  
 
Ed.  With grateful thanks to Alex Ruck Keene, Vic-
toria Butler-Cole, Josephine Norris and Neil Allen 
all specialist barristers at 39 Essex Street Cham-
bers, London for the above case summaries and 
comments. 
 
 
Ed.  I have heard from those engaged in the Davis 
case above and I have been asked to also inform 
readers of the following: 
 

WSCC held not only the first hearing on 10th De-
cember without us having a fair opportunity to 
have time (we asked for a delay in the hearing 
which was refused on the 8th, 9th and 10th on the 
day) to prepare and allow our legal representa-
tives to provide Mary and Phil with our evidence 
(although they would not allow our legal team 
into or defend our evidence); 

WSCC later held 2 independent reviews  on the 
hearing outcome, one by a member of WSCC who 
had been involved in the original hearing and the 
other whom had not been given our evidence and 

our response which we provided to the WSCC in 
January ï both made some recommendations 
about the original hearing; 

WSCC then in July held another case conference 
where they not only ignored our evidence and our 
response to the original hearing but also ignored 
and added another abuse point!  We were not 
aware of invited to attend. 

They failed to honour their letters previously stat-
ing we would have time to prepare for the investi-
gation meetings; 

They failed to provide the minutes of the inter-
views of our staff in any of the interviews, includ-
ing the police interview with Felicity to the investi-
gatory panel; 

They failed to interview some of the clients who 
had full capacity until after the original hearing - 
subsequently the Safeguarding guidelines state it 
must be client (service user) led and they must 
agree that abuse has taken place before they pro-
ceed 

They did not take into account the positive com-
ments of the clients and their relatives inter-
viewed ï subsequently the Safeguarding guide-
lines state it must be client (service user) led and 
they must agree that abuse has taken place be-
fore they proceed 

That no client was removed at any time from the 
home, which if they had had serious concerns 
this is one of the first things Social services 
(WSCC and Safeguarding) would have done to 
protect the clients for further abuse; 

CQC found us compliant, so did an independent 
reviewer as did our own quality assurance sur-
veys over the last 2 years show; 
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That the home repeatedly tried to communicate 
with WSCC who repeatedly failed to communi-
cate or detail why they still held us in suspen-
sion, even with 3 sets of reviewers coming into 
the home to ask clients their views and review 
documentation back in late 2011 and early 2012  - 
in fact Nyton tried to terminate the contract with 
WSCC back in February 2012 as WSCC contin-
ued to withhold their reasons for the continued 2 
year suspension on admitting social services 
clients into the home, finally WSCC served notice 
of termination in May 2012.  We now have no 
WSCC funded clients and therefore there is no 
contract; 

WSCC had stalled the original hearing stating 
that this was a contractual issue (based on the 1 
client who was funded by WSCC and therefore 
they had the right to take these actions and the 
home could not take them to court because of 
this said contract).   Our barrister provided clear 
reference to their contract which clearly states 
that it relates only to the one stated client and if 
this was the case if all clients within the home 
were private then they could not have taken safe-
guarding actions as it was not under contract 
with WSCC and therefore the joint hat that they 
were using to halt the judicial review would mean 
that any privately run home could stop SOCIAL 
SERVICES coming into their home if they had not 
funded SOCIAL SERVICES clients  

Disciplinary cases 

24. Southend's Dr Aloke Basu is struck off 
after death crash 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Dr Aloke Basu was jailed last year for causing death 
by dangerous driving has been struck off the medical 
register. 

He has now been struck off the medical register fol-
lowing a hearing. 
 
The Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service this week 
decided his fitness to practice medicine had been 
"impaired" because of the conviction. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -essex -19510520 

25. Paramedic suspended for misconduct 
07 September 2012 - HCPC 
Paramedic Alan Clark has been suspended from the 
HCPC Register for failing to give a patient appropri-
ate care whilst working as a paramedic for the Lon-
don Ambulance Service NHS Trust. 
 
A panel of the HCPC Conduct and Competence 
Committee heard how Alan Clark failed to use estab-
lished guidelines when deciding not to attempt resus-
citation of Patient A, who was in cardiac arrest, or 
sufficiently explain why it was not appropriate to do 
so. The Panel also heard how Alan Clark failed to 
consult with his clinical colleagues during the inci-
dent. 
 
Alan Clark was present at the hearing. 

26. Paramedic struck off for misconduct and 
failure to disclose convictions 
07 September 2012 - HCPC 
Paramedic Robert King has been struck off the 
HCPC Register for failing to disclose his convictions 
to his employer, the South Central Ambulance NHS 
Trust, and to the HCPC. 
 
A panel of the HCPC Conduct and Competence 
Committee heard that Robert King was convicted of 
murder and taking a motor vehicle without consent in 
1981 and that he failed to disclose these convictions 
to the HCPC and its predecessor body the Council for 
the Professions Supplementary to Medicine. 

The Panel also heard that Robert Kings was con-
victed in 2012 of driving a motor vehicle with excess 
alcohol and that the vehicle in question belonged to 
his employer. 
 
Robert King was not present or represented at the 
hearing. 
 

Cases in the news 

27. Families want pathologist Freddy Patel 
public inquiry 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Four families want a public inquiry into pathologist 
Freddy Patel, who was struck off following the death 
of newspaper seller Ian Tomlinson. 
 
Mr Tomlinson died after being pushed and struck by a 
police officer in 2009. 
 
The Tomlinson family, and three other families, argue 
that Mr Patel made significant mistakes when doing 
post-mortem examinations of their relatives. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -19499700  
 

28. Nurseôs bail extended 
07 September 2012 The Times 
The bail has been extended for a further five months 
of a 47 yr old nurse suspected of involvement of the 
poisoning of patients at Stepping Hill Hospital, Stock-
port.  
 

29. Former iSoft chiefs facing retrial over 
óconspiracyô 
08 September 2012 The Times 
Three former senior executives at iSoft the computer 
software company will undergo a retrial next year on 
charges relating to the alleged premature booking of 
revenues, some £20m, from contracts with a group of 
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Irish hospitals.  The jury after 60 hrs of deliberation 
was discharged by the trial judge.  A fourth man, too 
unwell to be tried this year will also be prosecuted. 

Children 

30. Ofsted: Compliance, investigation and 
enforcement handbook - Childminding and 
childcare 
03 September 2012 ï Ofsted  
Handbook setting out the legal background to Of-
sted's compliance and enforcement work and the 
extent of their powers. This is the handbook for child-
minding and childcare. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/compliance -investigation
-and-enforcement -handbook -childminding -and-childcare  

31. Ofsted: Compliance, investigation and 
enforcement handbook - Children's social 
care 
03 September 2012 ï Ofsted 
This handbook sets out the legal background to Of-
sted's compliance and enforcement work and the 
extent of powers. This is the handbook for children's 
social care. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/compliance -investigation
-and-enforcement -handbook -childrens -social -care  
 

32. Doctors told to quiz five-year-olds about 
abuse 
03 September 2012 - Telegraph.co.uk 
... at risk - even when they were only treating adult 
patients. Some 1,500 people responded to the sur-
vey that looked at their experiences of when their 
child was taken ill or injured and how they thought 
doctors should act if they suspected abuse or ... 
 

 
 

33. £1,000 bonus for helping pupils in care 
03 September 2012 The Times 
Government is considering providing a bounty to 
schools for each child in foster or residential care.  
 

34. Protecting children and young people: 
new guidance now in effect 
04 September 2012 - GMC News 
In July GMC published new guidance on the respon-
sibilities of all doctors to protect children and young 
people from abuse and neglect.  The guidance has 
now come into effect and all doctors are expected to 
follow the principles it sets out.   
 
GMC has published a series of practical tools to help 
doctors and parents of children and young people to 
understand what this means in practice.  This in-
cludes short guides, case studies, a fact sheet on 
relevant legislation and a flow chart to help doctors 
decide how and whether to share information about a 
child or young person who may be at risk. 
Access supporting materials  

Conferences & Courses 
To follow next week 

Consultations 
 
35. The College of Social Work 
What do you think about protecting                     
vulnerable adults?    
As part of the White paper on Adult Social Care, the 
Department of Health are asking about whether extra 
powers are needed to protect vulnerable adults, in 
particular: 
 
'Where a local authority (or the social workers it 

employs) has reasonable cause for concern that a 
person with capacity is experiencing abuse or 
neglect, and someone else in the property is pre-
venting the local authority from speaking with 
that person, should the local authority or some-
one nominated by them be able to apply for a war-
rant to enter the premises and speak with that 
person alone?'  
 
We want your help: 
 
1) To see whether a power such as this is needed, 
2) To collect evidence of situations where you would 
have used this power, had it been available, to help 
you to safeguard someone you were concerned 
about, 
3) To establish what precautions would be needed to 
make sure such a power was only used when it was 
absolutely necessary. 
 
Please support them with this important project by taking part 
in their short survey now  

 
36. Views sought for review of cosmetic       
procedures 
Consultation opens 15 August 2012 
A major review of cosmetic surgery and procedures is 
launched today by the Department of Health. 
The review, led by NHS Medical Director Professor 
Sir Bruce Keogh, wants people to give their views on 
and share their experiences of the cosmetic surgery 
industry and cosmetic procedures. A call for evidence 
asks for views on: 
 

¶ the regulation and safety of products used in cos-
metic interventions 

¶ how best to ensure that the people who carry out 
procedures have the necessary skills and qualifi-
cations 
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¶ how to ensure that organisations have the sys-
tems in place to look after their patients both dur-
ing their treatment and afterwards 

¶ how to ensure that people considering cosmetic 
surgery and procedures are given the information, 
advice and time for reflection to make an informed 
choice 

¶ what improvements are needed in dealing with 
complaints so they are listened to and acted 
upon. 

 
This comes as a survey shows that many people 
consider the cost of surgery more important than the 
qualifications of the people doing it or how they will 
be looked after. 
 
Read Review of the Regulation of Cosmetic Interven-

tions: Call for Evidence 
Send your views online 
 
Professor Sir Bruce Keogh said: 
 
ñThe recent problems with PIP breast implants have 
shone a light on the cosmetic surgery indus-
try.  Many questions have been raised, particularly 
around the regulation of clinics, whether all practitio-
ners are adequately qualified, how well people are 
advised when money is changing hands, aggressive 
marketing techniques, and what protection is avail-
able when things go wrong. 
 
ñI am concerned that too many people do not realise 
how serious cosmetic surgery is and do not consider 
the life long implications it can have. Thatôs why I 
have put together this Review Committee to advise 
me in making recommendations to Government on 
how we can better protect people who choose to 
have surgery or cosmetic interventions. 
 

ñWe want to hear views from everyone, particularly 
people who have experience of the cosmetic surgery 
industry or of other cosmetic interventions ï good and 
bad ï so we can learn what works best.ò 
 
A team of experts will assist Sir Bruce Keogh to 
gather evidence and make recommendations to the 
Government by next March. 
 
The review, requested by Health Secretary Andrew 
Lansley, is in response to concerns raised about the 
industry following the PIP breast implant controversy. 
Read press release  

 

37. Ofsted: Arrangements for the inspection 
of services for children looked after and care 
leavers - A consultation 
Consultation opens: 11 July 2012 
Consultation closes: 18 September 2012 
This consultation seeks views on proposals for the 
inspection of services for children looked after and 
care leavers. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/arrangements -for -
inspection -of-services -for -children -looked -after -and-care-
leavers  

 
38. Consultation on the Disabled Peopleôs 
Right to Control Pilot Scheme  
Consultation opens 28 June 2012 
Consultation closes 19 September 2012 
Through the Welfare Reform Act 2009 and The Dis-
abled Peopleôs Right to Control (Pilot Scheme) Regu-
lations 2010, the Government legislated to put in 
place a right for disabled people to request choice 
and control over certain public funding they receive to 
go about their daily lives, and to test the best ways of 
delivering that right in a number of local authority ar-
eas in England. These areas are known as Trailblaz-
ers and this consultation seeks views on the pro-

posed regulations to enable the delivery of the Right 
to Control Trailblazers for a further 12 months from 
December 2012.  
This consultation runs until 19 September 2012 
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2012/right -control.shtml  

 
39. Launch of consultation to encourage 
more joined up working in the health service 
Consultation opens: 31 July 2012  
Consultation closes: 25 September 2012 
Health and wellbeing boards will be made up of clini-
cal commissioning groups (CCGs), local authorities, 
patient representatives, public health, and childrenôs 
and adult social care leaders in each local authority 
area to shape local health and care services, decide 
how they will be commissioned and support joined-up 
working across health and care services. 
 
The draft guidance supports health and wellbeing 
boards with their Joint Strategic Needs Assessments 
(JSNAs) and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies 
(JHWSs), which will set out the local needs and agree 
priorities to underpin local commissioning plans. 
 
Started yesterday, there is an eight-week public con-
sultation on the draft guidance. Specifically, this guid-
ance: 
 
Å lays out duties, which underpin JSNAs and JHWSs 
to be undertaken by CCGs and local authorities 
through health and wellbeing boards from April 2013; 
Å explains how JSNAs and JHWSs will fit together 
with commissioning plans in the modernised health 
and care system; and 
Å sets out how the JSNA and JHWS process will en-
able the NHS and local government to make real im-
provements to the health and wellbeing of local peo-
ple. 
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story=12190&archived=N 

 

41. Consultation on new care objectives for 
improving health and healthcare 
Consultation opens: 04 July 2012  
Consultation closes: 26 September 2012 
New objectives for the improvement of health and 
healthcare have been set out for public consultation. 
 
The mandate aims to: 
 

¶ set care objectives that really matter to people 

¶ ensure that patients continue to receive high qual-
ity care every time ï care that is effective, safe 
and results in patients having as positive an ex-
perience as possible 

¶ make sure that there is clear accountability and a 
transparent way to tell whether the Board is get-
ting results 

¶ set out a clear expectation for continual improve-
ment across the health service. 

 
Find out more about the draft mandate and the con-
sultation 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/07/draft -mandate -
consultation/  

 
42. Department of Health: Joint strategic 
needs assessment and joint health and        
wellbeing strategy guidance - A consultation 
Consultation opens: 31 July 2012 
Consultation closes: 28 September 2012 
Consultation seeking views on draft guidance provid-
ing a framework for NHS and local government to 
work together to undertake joint strategic needs as-
sessments and joint health and wellbeing strategies.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/07/consultation -jsna/   
 

 

43. Future of the Human Fertilisation and  
Embryology Authority 
Consultation opened 28 June 2012 
Consultation closes 28 September 2012 
Proposals to change responsibility for regulating fertil-
ity treatment and human tissue were set out yester-
day by Health Minister Lord Howe as he launched a 
consultation on the future of the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority (HFEA) and Human Tissue 
Authority (HTA). 
 
Health Minister Lord Howe said: 
 
ñServices must be delivered in the most efficient way 
possible. By making sure that the right functions are 
being carried out at the appropriate level, we will free 
up savings to support front-line NHS services. 
 
ñWe have set out a range of options and through this 
consultation we want to have a full debate. Any final 
decisions will be taken after we have fully considered 
the consultation responses, evidence and other rele-
vant information.ò 
http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2012/06/28/future -of -fertility -and-
human -tissue -regulators -considered/  

 
44. National Quality Board sets out how  
quality will be maintained and improved in 
new health system - A consultation 

Opening Date: 16 August 2012 
Closing Date: 30 September 2012 
The National Quality Board wants views on a draft 
report setting out how quality will be maintained and 
improved in the new health system. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/quality -new/ 
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This guidance is especially important for CCGs, as 
under the Health and Social Care Act 2012, their 
commissioning plans must have regard to both 
JSNAs and JHWSs. How they factor them in to their 
commissioning plans will be a vital part of their au-
thorisation process later this year. 
 
Health Minister Anne Milton said: 
 
ñThe Health and Social Care Act encourages much 
more integration between health and care services, 
so that patients and the public can receive seamless 
care. 
  
ñHealth and wellbeing boards are vital to that integra-
tion ï the local authority, clinical commissioning 
groups, local Healthwatch,  public health and social 
care leaders ï getting together to agree what health 
and care services local people need and how they 
can best work together to make that happen. 
  
ñI would encourage everyone to take part in this con-
sultation and have their say on our plans to ensure 
they get better health and care services locally.ò 
  
The consultation is also an opportunity to find out 
views on what further help health and wellbeing 
boards would find useful in undertaking their duties. 
The final guidance will be available later this year. 

 
40. Consultation on the Children and Young 
People Bill 
Consultation opens: 04 July 2012 

Consultation closes: 25 September 2012 
The Scottish Government has issued a consultation 
on the proposed Children and Young People Bill 
which sets out a range of proposals for taking for-
ward ambitions for childrenôs rights and services.  
http://www.childpolicyinfo.childreninscotland.org.uk/index/news-app?
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45. Joint inspection of children's services 
Consultation opens: 31 July 2012  
Consultation closes: 02 October 2012 
CQC wants your views and opinions on how it should 
carry out two new joint inspection programmes of 
childrenôs services.  The current inspection pro-
gramme of childrenôs services ends in July 2012.  
Get involved hereé 

 
46. Ofsted: Proposals for the joint inspection 
of multi-agency arrangements for the          
protection of children - A consultation 

Consultation opens: 11 July 2012 
Consultation closes: 02 October 2012 
Consultation seeking views on proposals to introduc-
ing a new joint inspection of multi-agency arrange-
ments for the protection of children in England. The 
inspections will focus on the effectiveness of local 
authority and partnersô services for children who may 
be at risk of harm, including the effectiveness of early 
identification and early help. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/proposals -for -joint -
inspection -of-multi -agency -arrangements -for -protection -of-
children  

 
47. NICE Quality Standard Consultations: 
Request for stakeholder responses  
Consultation opens: 16 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 05 October 2012 
Two NICE draft social care quality standards, 
óSupporting people to live well with Dementiaô, and 
óHealth and wellbeing of looked-after children and 
young peopleô, have opened for consultation. Both 
surveys close at 5PM Tuesday 16 October. 
Take part in the NICE Dementia Consultation  
 
Take part in the NICE Looked -after children and young people 
consultation  

 

48. Fees and Frequency Regulations 2013-14 
- A consultation   
Starting Date: 05 September 2012 

Deadline date: 05 October 2012 

Consultation seeking views on proposed changes to 

the Children's Homes Regulations 2001 and the Fees 

and Frequency of Inspections Regulations. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/careers/
payandpensions/a00213596/fees -frequency -regulations  

 
49. DWP: The future of the Independent      
Living Fund - A consultation 

Consultation opens: 12 July 2012 
Consultation closes: 10 October 2012 
Consultation wanting views on the impact that closing 
the Independent Living Fund in 2015 would have on 
users, local authorities and the wider care and sup-
port systems across the UK. The Government would 
also like views on how closure could be managed in a 
way which would minimise disruption to the care and 
support needs of existing Independent Living Fund 
users. 
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2012/future -of-ilf.shtml   
 
50. Consultation on a new adult safeguarding 
power 
Consultation Opens 11 July 2012 
Consultation Closes 12 October 2012 
DH is consulting on a new adult safeguarding power. 
 
The aim for adult safeguarding is to ensure there is a 
clear legal and policy framework, enabling the most 
effective local arrangements and practices to protect 
adults at risk of abuse and neglect. 
 
We have based our approach to new safeguarding 
interventions with reference to the Law Commissionôs 

recommendation that new legislation ñshould not in-
clude any new compulsory or emergency powers 
unless Government decides that such powers are 
neededò (Recommendation 41, page 122,  Adult So-
cial Care: Law Commission No 326). 
 

51. A consultation on the creation of a Forum 
for Adult Survivors of Childhood Abuse in 
Residential Care 
Consultation opens : 20 July 2012 
Consultation closes : 12 October 2012 
The Scottish Government is consulting on proposals 
to establish a National Confidential Forum for Adults 
who were in care as children.  
http://www.childpolicyinfo.childreninscotland.org.uk/index/
news -app?story=12250&archived=N  

 
We do not want to intervene in peopleôs lives unnec-
essarily. However, we are aware of the strong feeling 
from some that a specific power of entry in the cir-
cumstances set out in this consultation could give an 
opportunity to offer timely information and advice, and 
ensure that people who are unable or unwilling to ask 
for help can have their voices heard. 
 
Through this consultation we are seeking evidence 
from your experience as to whether this would be an 
effective, proportionate and appropriate way to sup-
port the duty to make enquires proposed in the draft 
Care and Support Bill. 
 
The consultation will run from 11 July until 12 October 
2012. Comments received after 12 October 2012 will 
not be considered. Please submit your comments by 
email to safeguardingconsultation@dh.gsi.gov.uk or 
by post to: Quality and Safety Team, Department of 
Health, 124 Wellington House, 133-155 Waterloo 
Road, London SE1 8UG. 
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Download: Consultation on New Safeguarding Power 
(PDF, 73K) 
 
Consultation on a new adult safeguarding power  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/07/safeguardingadults/  

 
52. Review of cosmetic procedures - A         
consultation 

Consultation opens: 15 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 15 October 2012 
A call for evidence for views and experiences of the 
cosmetic surgery industry and cosmetic procedures 
to feed into a review. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/cosmetic -procedures/  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/cosmetic -procedures/  
 

53. Securing best value for NHS patients - A 
consultation 
Consultation opens: 15 August 2012  
Consultation closes: 16 October 2012  
Consultation seeking views on proposals for regula-
tions to protect patientsô interests by ensuring that 
commissioners always deliver best value. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/consultation -
commissioners/  

 
54. Dementia - supporting people to live well 
with dementia: consultation on draft quality 
standard 
Consultation opens: 16 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 16 October 2012 
NICE were asked by the DH to pilot the develop-
ment of a quality standard for social care on Demen-
tia: supporting people to live well with dementia for 
use in England. The draft NICE quality standard on 
Dementia: supporting people to live well with de-
mentia is now available for consultation. 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qualitystandards/socialcare/
CareOfPeopleWithDementiaConsultation.jsp  

55. Draft Care and Support Bill now open for 
comment online 
Consultation opens: 11 July 2012 
Consultation closes: 19 October 2012 
The Department of Health is seeking your views on 
the draft Care and Support Bill. You can explore the 
Bill and comment online using the new draft Care and 
Support Bill site. 
 
The new site allows you to contribute to the largest 
overhaul of the law around adult care and support in 
60 years. You are able to comment on each part, or 
clause, of the draft Bill and you can also answer 
questions by topic: 
 
Comment by part or clause 
Answer questions by topic 
 
This is the first time the Department has invited online 
comments on a Bill, at this stage, in this way. 
 
Your comments will feed directly into the process of 
parliamentary scrutiny. They will be used to assist 
and challenge the government in considering how to 
improve the proposals in the draft Bill. 
 
The Bill proposes a single, modern law for adult care 
and support that replaces existing outdated and com-
plex legislation. 
 
It aims to transform the social care system to focus 
on prevention and the needs and goals of people re-
quiring care. It also includes a number of health 
measures, including the law needed to establish 
Health Education England and the Health Research 
Authority. 
 
You can post comments on the draft Bill until 19 Oc-
tober 2012. 

56. DH to consult on extent of regulator's 
powers 
DH is expected to consult next month on rules setting 
out when regulator Monitor can intervene to prevent 
anti-competitive behaviour by clinical commissioning 
groups or the NHS Commissioning Board. 
http://careandsupportbill.dh.gov.uk/home/  

 
57. Protecting and promoting patients'           
interests - Licensing providers of NHS          
services - A consultation 
Consultation opens: 15 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 22 October 2012 
Proposals for implementing a new licensing regime 
for providers of NHS services have been published 
for consultation by the Department of Health. 
 
The issues covered by the proposals include: 
 

¶ who will be required to hold a licence from Moni-
tor? 

¶ how can providers challenge proposed changes to 
licence conditions? 

¶ what is the maximum fine that Monitor could im-
pose for breach of licence conditions? 

 
Responding to the consultation 
Respond to the consultation online 
Read Protecting and promoting patientsô interests ï 

licensing providers of NHS services: A consulta-
tion on proposals 

Download consultation response form 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/consultation -licensing/  
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58. Consultations launched on sector            
regulation of health service 
Opening Date: 15 August 2012  
Closing Date: 26 October 2012 
Proposals for regulations to protect patientsô interests 
by ensuring that commissioners always deliver best 
value are being consulted on by the Department of 
Health. 
 
The consultation sets out proposals for requirements 
to: 
 

¶ ensure good procurement practice by commis-
sioners including requirements to act transpar-
ently, avoid discrimination and purchase services 
from the providers best placed to meet patientsô 
needs 

¶ ensure that commissioners enable patients to ex-
ercise their rights to choose as set out in the NHS 
Constitution 

¶ prohibit commissioners from taking actions that 
restrict competition where this is against patientsô 
interests 

¶ ensure that commissioners manage conflicts of 
interest and that particular interests do not influ-
ence their decision-making. 

 
Responding to the consultation 
Respond to the consultation online 
Read Securing best value for NHS patients: Require-

ments for commissioners to adhere to good pro-
curement practice and protect patient choice 

Download consultation response form 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/consultations -regulation/  

 
 
 
 

59. Consultation on changes to simplify RID-
DOR launched 
Consultation opens: 02 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 28 October 2012 
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has opened 
a 12-week consultation on proposals to simplify and 
clarify the reporting of injuries, diseases and danger-
ous occurrences. 
http://www.wired -gov.net/wg/wg -news -1.nsf/lfi/DNWA -8WTJNT 

 
60. Monitor consults on new NHS provider 
licence 
Consultation opens: 31 July 2012  
Consultation closes: 31 October 2012  
Monitor has launched a consultation on its new NHS 
provider licence.  The consultation sets out the think-
ing behind the latest proposals and explains changes 
Monitor has made following feedback from its en-
gagement to date. 
 
Monitorôs provider licence will be its key tool for regu-
lating providers of NHS services. The licence will set 
out various conditions providers must meet, including 
conditions relating to: 
 

¶ pricing 

¶ preventing anti-competitive behaviour that is 

against the interests of patients 

¶ enabling integrated care 

¶ supporting commissioners to maintain service 

continuity 

¶ the governance of foundation trusts. 
 
See Monitor consultation 
DH will shortly be consulting on its proposals for 
which providers will be required to hold a licence and 
which will be exempt. 

Monitor expects to be ready to issue licences to NHS 
foundation trusts in April 2013, and other providers 
needing a licence from April 2014, subject to the re-
sults of this consultation. 
 
Over the coming months Monitor will be publishing a 
number of consultation and other documents on dif-
ferent aspects of its future role. 
 

61. Consultation on the role of Monitor 
Consultation opens: 14 August 2012 
Consultation closes: 08 November 2012 
Monitor launched the draft Commissioner Requested 
Services and Protected Services Guidance for con-
sultation. 
 
The guidance sets out a process for commissioners 
to follow to ensure that key NHS services remain 
available for patients if a provider gets into serious 
financial difficulty. 
 
Commissioner Requested Services are services that 
will be considered by the commissioner for protection 
should a provider fail. The system will form part of 
Monitor's Continuity of Service framework which aims 
to make sure patients continue to have access to the 
services they need in their local area. 
 
As part of the Continuity of Service framework, Com-
missioners will decide which services should be des-
ignated Commissioner Requested Services and the 
guidance helps them to do this. Providers of Commis-
sioner Requested Services will be subject to addi-
tional licence conditions in the proposed NHS pro-
vider licence, which was released for consultation on 
31 July 2012. 
 
Jason Mann, Transition Policy Director at Monitor 
said, 
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"We need a continuity of service framework that pro-
tects patients whilst allowing commissioners and pro-
viders to work together to deliver the right services 
for their local community. 
 
"The guidance is an important part of the continuity 
of service framework which is our primary means of 
making sure key services continue to be available to 
patients should a provider experience serious difficul-
ties. 
 
"It is very important that we get the guidance right 
and we urge people to get involved with the consulta-
tion to help the NHS continue to deliver high quality 
services for patients in the future." 
http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/category/nhs/sector/   
http://www.monitor -nhsft.gov.uk/consult  
http://www.nationalcareforum.org.uk/forums/
forum_posts.asp?TID=5196&PN=1  

 

62. Health and Safety Executive: Proposed 
regulations to implement Council Directive 
on preventing sharps injuries in the hospital 
and healthcare sector - A consultation 
Opening Date: 08 August 2012 

Closing Date: 08 November 2012 

HSE would like your views on proposals to introduce 
new regulations to protect healthcare workers 
against the risk of injury from sharp medical instru-
ments.   The regulations are provisionally titled The 
Health & Safety (Sharp Instruments in Healthcare) 
Regulations 2013.    
 

You can view and respond to the consultation by go-
ing to: http://www.hse.gov.uk/consult/condocs/cd244.htm  

 
 
 

63. HCPC launches new consultation on        
service user involvement in approved           
education and training programmes 
Consultation opens: 03 September 2012 
Consultation closes: 07 December 2012  
The Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) 
has launched a new consultation today to seek the 
view of stakeholders on a proposal to amend the 
standards of education and training (SETs) to require 
the involvement of service users in programmes ap-
proved by the regulator. 
 
The SETs, the standards that an education and train-
ing programme must meet before it can be approved 
by the HCPC, already support and encourage educa-
tion providers to provide evidence of service user 
involvement in their programmes. However, the in-
volvement of service users is not currently a require-
ment of the standards themselves. Therefore, the 
proposed amendment to the SETs would make ser-
vice user involvement in approved training pro-
grammes a formal requirement. 
 
Michael Guthrie, Director of Policy and Standards at 
the HCPC, said: 
 
ñWe have been actively reviewing our approach in 
this area for a number of years. Research we com-
missioned earlier this year into existing involvement 
of service users found a number of benefits to both 
service users and students. 
 
ñThe majority, if not all, HCPC-approved programmes 
already involve service users in some way. We are 
proposing to amend the SETs to require service user 
involvement because this would recognise the in-
volvement activities that are already taking place and 
encourage education providers to think about how 
best to involve service users in their programmes. 

ñThis sends out a strong message that service user 
involvement has an important contribution to make to 
public protection by ensuring that anyone success-
fully completing a programme has the skills neces-
sary for safe and effective practise.ò 
 
The consultation will be of interest to a wide range of 
stakeholders, particularly education providers offering 
programmes approved by the HCPC, professional 
bodies, advocacy organisations and service users. 
Once the consultation closes, the HCPC will consider 
the responses and decide whether the proposals 
should be amended. 
 
The consultation is available here: 
www.hpc -uk.org/aboutus/consultations/index.asp?id=150  

64. CQC sets out plans to drive                        
improvements in health and adult social care 
Consultation opens: 06 September 2012  
Consultation closes: 06 December 2012 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is asking for 
views on its plans for the next three years.  
 
In a consultation paper on its strategy for 2013-2016 
published today, the national regulator for health and 
adult social care sets out proposals for what it thinks 
it should focus on and what the public and others can 
expect from it.  
 
CQCôs new Chief Executive David Behan said: óóFor 
CQC, being successful means that more health and 
care services meet quality and safety standards ï 
and improve quickly if they donôt. 
 
ñI want people to know that together with Healthwatch 
as the consumer champion we will listen to them and 
use their experiences to help inform the judgements 
we make about services. 
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ñAnd I want to ensure providers of services under-
stand what good looks like and what is unacceptable 
so they can improve the services they provide. 
 
ñCQC is now in its fourth year. As we enter the next 
stage of our development I am clear that our role is 
to check that health and care services meet national 
standards and in that way drive improvements in the 
quality and safety of services. 
 
ñPerhaps the most significant of our proposed 
changes is that weôll tailor the way we regulate differ-
ent types of organisations based on what has the 
most impact on driving improvement. We will put 
peopleôs views at the centre of what we do. 
 
ñWe also recognise we need to work more effectively 
with others. We have a common goal with other or-
ganisations to improve the quality of health and care 
services. By sharing information and acting together 
we will be more effective in driving improvement.ò 
 
The consultation paper also says that over next three 
years CQC will improve the way it uses information 
to help it spot and address poor care faster. It will 
highlight what works well so the people who run 
health and care services can improve the quality of 
the care they provide. And it will make it easier for 
people to access and understand its information.  
 
At the same time, it will continue to carry out thou-
sands of regular unannounced inspections and go in 
at any time where there are concerns about poor 
care. 
 
CQC Chair, Dame Jo Williams said: ñA clearer strat-
egy for CQC will make a vital contribution to improv-
ing the care that people have a right to expect. It will 
enable us to focus our action where there is greatest 

risk, to become an authority on the state of care, 
tackle poor standards, work with others to drive im-
provements in the quality of health and adult social 
care more decisively than ever. It gives us a real op-
portunity to make a difference and we are determined 
to do so. 
 
ñWe talked to hundreds of people in preparing these 
plans and weôre hoping hundreds more will share 
their views with us.ò 
 
The consultation paper asks for peopleôs views on 
seven specific questions about the proposed ap-
proach. These cover how CQC regulates services, 
how it manages its independence, its relationship 
with the public and with organisations that provide 
care, its role in the complaints system, its responsi-
bilities in relation to mental health services and on 
how it can measure its own impact. 
 
Full details of the proposals and how to respond are 
on CQCôs web site at www.cqc.org.uk/
thenextphase 

 
65. NICE: Current consultations 
To browse through consultations go to  
http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?=consultations.current  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Care Quality Commission, 
CSSIW, Social Care and  
Social Work Improvement 
Scotland & Healthcare        
Improvement Scotland 

66. Medicine Administration Records (MAR) 
Guidance  
29 August 2012 ï SCSWIS 
The link below goes to a document giving common 
sense guidance on medication recording and care 
plans. It provides the opportunity for care services to 
review their medication policies and procedures to 
ensure they cover all legal requirements and best 
practice relating to medication recording, reviews, 
monitoring and care planning.  
 
The guidance is a useful start in opening up dialogue 
between care services, their supplying pharmacy, 
GPs, relatives and carers, and training organisations 
to improve the quality of medicines management 
within the service. 
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=8112&Itemid=363  

67. CQC sets out plans to drive                        
improvements in health and adult social care 
06 September 2012 - CQC 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) is asking for 
views on its plans for the next three years.  
 
In a consultation paper on its strategy for 2013-2016 
published today, the national regulator for health and 
adult social care sets out proposals for what it thinks 
it should focus on and what the public and others can 
expect from it.  
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CQCôs new Chief Executive David Behan said: óóFor 
CQC, being successful means that more health and 
care services meet quality and safety standards ï 
and improve quickly if they donôt. 
 
ñI want people to know that together with Health-
watch as the consumer champion we will listen to 
them and use their experiences to help inform the 
judgements we make about services... 
 
See item 31 in Consultations above. 
 
The consultation runs until 6 December. Full details 
of the proposals and how to respond are on CQCôs 
web site at www.cqc.org.uk/thenextphase 

68. CQC could ditch annual inspections         
following U-turn 
06 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
The Care Quality Commission could move away 
from regular inspections of all regulated organisa-
tions and back towards a more risk-based model, 
under plans being put out for consultation today. 

69. Health and Care Professions Council 
Consultation  
06 September 2012 ï SCSWIS  
The HCPC (Health and Care Professions Council) is 
seeking the views of stakeholders on a proposal to 
amend their standards of education and training and 
supporting guidance to require the involvement of 
service users in approved programmes. 
 
Click here for more information 
http://www.scswis.com/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=8116&Itemid=363  

 

 

70. Send us your views on our proposals for 
our new strategy 
06 September 2012 ï CQC  
The CQC is asking for views on its plans for the next 
three years. 
 
The regulator wants a health and social care sector 
where more services provide care that meets national 
standards of quality and safety, and where those that 
donôt improve quickly. This means that more people 
will receive better care. 
 
The consultation paper asks for views on seven spe-
cific questions. These cover: 
 

¶ how it regulates services. 

¶ how it will manage our independence. 

¶ how it can measure our own impact. 

¶ its relationship with the public and with organisa-
tions that provide care. 

¶ its role in the complaints system. 

¶ its responsibilities in relation to mental health ser-
vices. 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/news/send -us -your -views -our -
proposals -our -new-strategy   

71. Meeting the needs of lesbian, gay,             
bisexual and transgender people 
06 September 2012 ï CQC 
Stonewall, a charity that campaigns for lesbian, gay 
and bisexual (LGB) equality, has recently produced a 
guide for care and support organisations about work-
ing with older LGB people. 
 
The guide provides information on: 
 

¶ the law. 

¶ supporting older LGB people. 

¶ tips and case studies for care homes, domiciliary 
services, health care services, housing providers 
and councils. 

¶ involving LGB people in service provision. 
 
You can download the guide on Stonewallôs website. 
http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/news/meeting -needs -lesbian -gay
-bisexual -and-transgender -people  

72. EXCLUSIVE: Behan says CQC will 
'comment on quality' as cuts bite 
07 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
The Care Quality Commission will not be afraid to 
speak up if the continued financial squeeze impacts 
on patient care, the regulatorôs new chief executive 
has told HSJ. 

73. Chair of Care Quality Commission              
announces resignation 
07 September 2012 - CQC 

Dame Jo Williams: Care regulator chair to 
resign 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Dame Jo Williams, Chair of the Care Quality Commis-
sion, today announced her resignation.  
ñHaving served on the Board of the CQC for almost 
four years, and as Chair for nearly three, I am proud 
of the progress we have made.  
 
ñIt has been a demanding and complex role, and 
there have undoubtedly been challenges as we regis-
tered 40,000 providers and brought the entire health 
and social care system under one set of standards. 
 
ñBut there is now clear evidence that our regulation is 
beginning to have an impact on the care that people 
receive, and it feels as if the organisation is moving 
into the next stage of its development.  
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ñThis week, we have published a consultation docu-
ment setting out proposals for CQCôs strategic direc-
tion for the next three years. 
 
ñAnd I am delighted that that I have been able to ap-
point David Behan as CQCôs new Chief Executive - I 
am confident that he will continue to build on the pro-
gress that we have made in promoting and protecting 
the health and safety of people who use services.   
 
ñIt has been a privilege to hold this important role but 
I now believe it is time to step aside and for a new 
Chair to lead CQC into the next stage.ò 
 
Sir Christopher Kelly, former Permanent Secretary of 
the Department of Health, said: 
 
ñOver many years of devoted public service, Jo Wil-
liams has shown tireless commitment to improving 
care for individuals, carers and their families, in par-
ticular people who rely on mental health and learning 
disability services.  
 
ñIn all her roles she has shown great integrity and 
provided strong leadership.  She has never shied 
away from taking on tough challenges. There are 
many who owe her a deep debt of gratitude.ò 
 
Andrew Dilnot, Chair of the Commission of Funding 
of Care and Support, said:  
 
ñI have enormous admiration and respect for Dame 
Jo; her insight, experience and commitment were 
invaluable to the work of the Commission of Funding 
of Care and Support, which reported last summer.  
 
óWhile she will be much missed in her position as 
CQC Chair, I hope that Adult Social Care will con-
tinue to benefit from her contribution via other fo-

rums.ò 
Dame Jo will remain in post until a successor is ap-
pointed.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19520014 

 

Brunswicks LLP (@BrunswicksLLP) 
08/09/2012 12:22 
Dame Jo Williams yesterday resigned as Chair of the 
Care Quality Commission. 

Dementia 

74. Elderly woman with dementia discharged 
from Alex without family's knowledge 
03 September 2012 ï Redditch Advertiser 
A woman has spoken of her disgust with the Alexan-
dra Hospital in Redditch after staff discharged her 
elderly mother, who has dementia, without notifying 
her family. 
 
Elsie Hewitt has Parkinsonôs Disease, arthritis, vascu-
lar dementia and macular degeneration, and went 
into hospital following a minor fall, and to be treated 
for an infection. 
 
She was admitted on 16.08.2012 and her daughter, 
Rosamund Crawford, who moved several years ago 
to look after her mum full time, visited with her hus-
band every day. 
 
On 24.08.2012, Mr and Mrs Crawford were just about 
to leave their house when there was a knock at the 
door, and they found ambulance staff had brought 
Mrs Hewitt home, despite her family having no knowl-
edge that this was going to happen. 
h t t p : / / w w w . r e d d i t c h a d v e r t i s e r . c o . u k /

news/9907131.Elderly_woman_with_dementia_discharged_fro
m _ A l e x _ w i t h o u t _ f a m i l y _ s _ k n o w l e d g e / ?
ref=rss&utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=facebook   

75. Computers reduce male dementia risk 
05 September 2012 ï Age UK 
A new Australian study shows that older men who 
use computers to play games, go online or email their 
grandchildren may also be helping to reduce the risk 
of dementia. 
 
Experts have long recognised that a healthy diet and 
regular exercise can lower the likelihood of dementia, 
but recently noticed that cases of the cognitive condi-
tion were 40% lower among computer users. 
 
Researchers quizzed the new generation of older 
computer users - so-called 'silver surfers' - about the 
frequency of their computer usage and whether they 
used their machines for word processing, surfing the 
web, sending emails or playing games. 
http://www.ageuk.org.uk/latest -news/computers -reduce -male-
dementia -risk/  

76. Dementia care grants awarded by         
Cumbria County Council 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Cumbria County Council grants of up to £20,000 have 
been given to independent care homes in Cumbria to 
improve dementia care facilities. 
 
The funding is part of a £1m scheme to help care 
homes to train staff and improve services. 
 
It estimates there are approximately 7,000 people 
living with dementia in Cumbria and expects this to 
almost double to 13,000 by 2030. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -cumbria -19510873 
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77. New dementia hospital ward opens in 
Southampton 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Southampton General Hospital has opened a new 28
-bed ward which has been designed to improve care 
for dementia patients. 
 
It is also going to be home to the UK's first hospital-
based specialist nurse rather than one attached to a 
community team. 
 
Some of the features include brightly coloured doors 
and large pictures instead of bed numbers to help 
patients feel comfortable. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -hampshire -19490729 

78. Bad sleep may predict Alzheimer's, says 
study 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Researchers say that problems sleeping may be an 
early sign of Alzheimer's if a study in mice also ap-
plies to people. 
 
Clumps of protein, called plaques, in the brain are 
thought to be a key component of the illness when a 
study, published in the journal Science Translational 
Medicine, showed that when plaques first developed, 
the mice started having disrupted sleep. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19487092 

79. More older patients 'likely to have 
undiagnosed dementia' 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
A study by The Royal College of Physicians of Edin-
burgh (RCPE) found dementia was present in 25% of 
all in-patients and of that number, about half of them 
- an estimated 1,600 people - do not know they have 
it. 
 
RCPE has now called for medical training to change 

in order to diagnose the condition. 
 
Statistics also showed that dementia was present in 
around 40% of in-patients aged over 70. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -scotland -19504375 

Ireland, Scotland & Wales 

Ireland 

80. Irish Catholic bishop in apology over  
paedophile priests 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
The Catholic bishop of Clonfert in east Galway has 
apologised for moving two priests from one parish to 
another in the 1990s after they abused children.  
 
Dr John Kirby has said he did not understand the na-
ture of paedophilia at the time.  
 
Bishop Kirby's remarks follow the publication of the 
latest independent audit of child protection practises 
in four Catholic dioceses, mainly in the south and 
west of Ireland, and three religious orders. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19495135 
 

Ed. Indefensible. 

81. Derry home staff suspended over abuse 
claims 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
The Western Trust says that it has suspended a num-
ber of staff while police investigate allegations of 
abuse at a Londonderry home for vulnerable adults.  
 
The Trust confirmed it has received a number of alle-
gations of mistreatment at Ralph's Close on the 
Gransha site.  
 

The trust's Aidan Gordon said the allegations were of 
a serious and concerning nature. 
 
The trust has asked anyone with information about 
the investigation to contact the out of hours social 
work service on (028) 7134 5171 or the adult safe-
guarding service on (028) 7161 1366 (Mon-Fri 9am to 
5pm). 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19511184 

82. Montague relatives upset over                
Portstewart closure 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Relatives of elderly people who are being forced to 
move out of their care home in Portstewart, County 
Londonderry, have expressed their anger at the deci-
sion.  
 
The Montague, which cares for almost two dozen 
residents, is due to shut down in the next three 
months. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19508455 

83. Northern Ireland student nurses'             
bursaries cut 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
The DH has cut bursaries for nursing and midwifery 
students in Northern Ireland by £890 from this year 
onwards. 
 
The basic annual non-means tested, non-repayable 
bursary for nurses and midwives entering training is 
to be reduced to £5,165 per annum and a separate 
book and uniform allowance of £190 is also being 
removed. 
 
The Department of Health said the changes were 
made to bring payments into line with those made to 
other health and social care students and would save 
£2.2m over a three-year period. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19504549 

84. Ralph's Close staff training 'below 
minimum standard' 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 

Derry home staff suspended over abuse 
claims 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Ralph's Close residential home for vulnerable people 
in Gransha Park was inspected last year and the 
RQIA found that "few staff had completed training in 
the protection of vulnerable adults". 
 
A number of staff are now suspended while police 
investigate allegations. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19520186 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -northern -ireland -19511184  

Scotland 

Nothing to report 
 

Wales 

85. Betsi Cadwaladr and Hywel Dda NHS 
boards consult on shake-ups 
04 September 2012 ï BBC News  
Public meetings will be held shortly to outline plans 
by two Welsh health boards to reorganise their 
services, for discussion. 
 
Betsi Cadwaladr in north Wales predicts a financial 
shortfall of £64.6m this year, and Hywel Dda in mid 
and west Wales faces a £12.8m financial gap. 
 
Six of Wales' seven local health boards are predict-
ing a combined deficit of around £230m this financial 
year. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -19467815  

86. Council care home beds: 600 lost in 
Wales in five years 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Research by BBC Radio Cymruôs Post Cyntaf pro-
gramme has found that 600 council-run care home 
beds have been lost in Wales over the past five 
years, and forecasts show that more will go. 
 
Local councils are closing residential homes and opt-
ing for care in the community and private homes. 
 
Age Cymru policy adviser Amy Clifton said this 
means that more people being forced to pay for pri-
vate care. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -19476586 

87. Tenovus Cancer Callback: New nurse 
phone help for patients 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Welsh cancer patients are to be offered seven-day-a-
week telephone support to allow them to discuss their 
issues and worries with a nurse. 
 
The service will give newly diagnosed patients the 
chance to be contacted by the nurses throughout 
their treatment, and allow patients to call them back. 
 
Health Minister Lesley Griffiths said it would help the 
increasing number of people with cancer in Wales. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -19479765  
88. NHS financial pressure warning in Wales 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
The Director of the Royal College of Nursing in Wales 
has warned that emergency health services are un-
der unprecedented pressure.  
 
He made his comments as analysis from BBC Wales 
reveals that our health boards are millions of pounds 
behind target, in their efforts to balance the books.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -19513538 

89. Welsh NHS: RCN fears 'breaking point' 
this winter 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Tina Donnelly, director of the Royal College of Nurs-
ing (RCN) in Wales, has spoken of her concerns that 
emergency care could reach a ñbreaking pointò this 
winter.  She also fears health boards in Wales will 
struggle to balance their books. 
 
Her comments were made as officials across Wales 
revealed continuing overspends. 
 
The Welsh government said it had launched an edu-
cation campaign to reduce "inappropriate pressure". 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -19515583 

90. Ysbyty Glan Clwyd: Emergency 
department work begins 
08 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Building work has commenced on a new emergency 
department as part of a £77m hospital upgrade in 
Denbighshire. 
 
The current casualty department will remain open at 
Ysbyty Glan Clwyd in Bodelwyddan during the im-
provements, whilst an area at the rear of the hospital 
is being used for the new department.  Patient capac-
ity will also be expanded as part of the plans. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -north -east-wales -
19529918  

Learning Disabilities 

Nothing to report 
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Legislation Update 

91. SI 2012/2231 - The Safeguarding            
Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 
(Commencement No. 8 and Saving) Order 
2012 
04 September 2012 ï OPSI 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2231/contents/made  

92. SR 2012/330 - The Safeguarding            
Vulnerable Groups (2007 Order) 
(Commencement No. 7) Order (Northern        
Ireland) 2012 
05 September 2012 ï OPSI 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2012/330/contents/made  

93. SSI 2012/246 - The Childrenôs Hearings 
(Scotland) Act 2011 (Commencement No. 5) 
Order 2012 
06 September 2012 ï OPSI  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2012/246/contents/made  

94. SI 2012/2273 - The National Health           
Service (Primary Dental Services) 
(Amendments Related to Units of Dental       
Activity) Regulations 2012 
07 September 2012 ï OPSI  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/2273/contents/made  

Mental Capacity 
95. Mental Capacity ï important review 
04 September 2012 - Mental Health Foundation 
MHR has just published an important literature re-
view of Mental Capacity and the 2005 Mental Ca-
pacity Act. 
 
The aims of this literature review were to identify 
mental capacity issues, problem areas and suc-

cesses in the practical application of mental capacity 
legislation as well as identify gaps in the research.   
Read the full report . 

Mental Health 

Nothing to report 

Miscellaneous 
96. Burstow leaves 'dream' job as adult          
social care minister 
04 September 2012 - Community Care 
Paul Burstow has expressed his sadness at leav-
ing "dream job" as care services minister after two 
years in David Cameron's government reshuffle. 
 
Burstow, who will be replaced by solicitor and fellow 
Liberal Democrat Norman Lamb, said the role had 
given him "the opportunity to make a difference in a 
policy area I care deeply about". He will return to the 
backbenches. 
 
Burstow added: "In the last two years or so I have 
been able to introduce policies that will improve the 
mental health of adults and children, the care of older 
people and the diagnosis of dementia. I am confident 
my successor will now take on the challenge to en-
sure these reforms improve the lives of people in re-
ceipt of care up and down the country. 
 
"Finally, I would like to pay tribute to those profes-
sionals across the care sector who dedicate their 
lives to caring for others. Iôd also like to assure these 
people, and others, that I remain committed to re-
forming the social care system in the long-term.ò 

 

97. New Secretary of State for Health 
04 September 2012 - UKHCA 
Following todayôs cabinet reshuffle, United Kingdom 
Homecare Association (UKHCA) Chair, Mike 
Padgham welcomed the announcement that Jeremy 
Hunt MP has been appointed as the new Secretary of 
State for Health: 
 
ñIt is essential that the incoming Secretary is a strong 
advocate within Government to resolve the long-term 
funding of social care in the lead-up to the next Com-
prehensive Spending Review, and to address the im-
mediate shortfall that impacts on the availability of 
services to older and disabled people.ò 
 
ñUKHCA looks forward to continuing our positive rela-
tionship with Department of Health under Mr Huntôs 
leadership.ò 

98. New Minister for Social Care 
04 September 2012 - UKHCA 
Bridget Warr, Chief Executive of United Kingdom 
Homecare Association (UKHCA) welcomed the ap-
pointment of Norman Lamb MP as the new Care Ser-
vices Minister: 
 
ñFollowing his recent work at BIS Mr Lambôs appoint-
ment will no doubt bring into focus the significance of 
the workforce in delivering high quality social care 
and the major contribution that independent and vol-
untary sector providers in our sector make to employ-
ment and the economy.ò 
 
UKHCA will be seeking an early opportunity to brief 
Mr Lamb on its recent analysis of the commissioning 
of homecare by local authorities.  The report shows 
the impact of public sector spending constraints on 
people who use services and the difficulties caused 
for independent and voluntary sector providers deter-
mined to deliver quality care. 
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Mrs Warr continued: 
 
ñOutgoing Minister, Paul Burstow, successfully raised 
the status of social care.  We wish him well for the 
future and will be very happy to continue our positive 
working relationship with him on issues relating to 
social care, to which he has always been extremely 
committed.ò 

99. Mixed reception of Hunt as new health 
secretary 
04 September 2012 ï BBC News  
The move has been described as disastrous by crit-
ics and others see it as a fresh opportunity for dis-
cussions about the challenges facing the NHS during 
its biggest shake-up yet. 
 
Mr Hunt will now be overseeing the health bill and 
efficiency savings that come into force in April. 
 
Mr Lansley becomes leader of the House of Com-
mons. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19476608 

100. HSE Flooring Selection Tool 
05 September 2012 - HSE 
The flooring selection tool helps to identify the types 
of flooring that are likely to retain their slip resistant 
properties when contaminated with some common 
liquids.  Using the flooring selection tool is optional 
and it aims to help designers, architects and employ-
ers who are working on new-build or refurbishment 
projects.  
 
Click on the Flooring Selector Tool to find out more. 

101. Detailed map of genome function  
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Scientists have now published the most detailed 
analysis to date of the human genome.  

They've discovered a far larger chunk of our genetic 
code is biologically active than previously thought and 
researchers hope the findings will lead to a deeper 
understanding of numerous diseases, which could 
lead to better treatments. 
 
Over 400 scientists in 32 laboratories in the UK, US, 
Spain, Singapore and Japan were involved.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19202141 
 

102. Team DC: Hunt goes to Health, Games 
chief to boost Whitehall 
05 September 2012 The Times   
Front page coverage of Lansleyôs replacement by 
Jeremy Hunt as Health Secretary. 
 

103. Hunt for health ï itôs a gamble worth  
taking 
05 September 2012 The Times 
Camilla Cavendish says ñMr Hunt has an excellent 
bedside manner, unlike his predecessor Andrew Lan-
sley, who was hugely knowledgeable but preferred 
lecturing to listening.ò And observes that ñHis job is 
not to immerse himself in every acronym but to per-
suade the public and professionals that the NHS 
must change.ò 
 

104. Paul Burstow's legacy as social care 
minister 
05 September 2012 The Guardian 
I remember being in a room packed with third-sector, 
social-care leaders early in [Paul Burstowôs] period of 
office when he begged us to have trust and not to 
judge progress by the first year, but by the Govern-
ment's overall achievement. The sector was suppor-
tive. Burstow came with strong credentials: a parlia-
mentary commitment to the rights of older and dis-
abled people and an understanding of social care. He 
made efforts to meet people and listen to what they 

had to say. The words "carer" and "service user" were 
rarely off his lips. 
 
However, the Government's record for social care is a 
far from reassuring one. The promise was for com-
prehensive and unified policy reform which would 
transform legislation and practice and at last put so-
cial care funding on a sustainable footing. This posi-
tive package is, clearly, no longer on offer.  
 
What has been left is much more worrying. 
 
Norman Lamb was the Lib Dem spokesperson for 
social care...  He has now returned as minister and, 
like his predecessor, has a strong background of ex-
pertise and commitment in this field. 
 
Whether he will be able to bring any more success to 
the role than Paul Burstow remains to be seen. He 
will have to do so in a context of a cabinet shift to the 
right, continuing draconian cuts in local government 
spending, which particularly affect social care and its 
service users and, perhaps most of all, the most de-
termined attack on disabled people through continu-
ing welfare reform in modern memory. 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/social-care-network/2012/
sep/05/policy-social-care?INTCMP=SRCH 
 

105. Hunt is moved to another tricky              
operation as NHS bogeyman feels the scalpel 
05 September 2012 The Times 
Andrew Lansleyôs removal from the post of Secretary 
of State for Health as ñbrutalò. 

106. Cosmetic surgery clinics call for tighter 
regulation  
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Two of the UK's leading private providers of cosmetic 
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surgery have called for improved regulation.  
 
Harley Medical Group and Transform said European 
regulators' failures over breast implants manufac-
tured by French company Poly Implant Prothese had 
caused financial and operating issues. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19487655  
107. Mark Pritchard MP warns of right-to-die 
law change 'row' 
08 September 2012 ï BBC News 

Right-to-die law appalling, says Health 
Minister Anna Soubry 
08 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Newly-promoted health minister, Anna Soubry says 
that she thought it was "ridiculous and appalling" that 
Britons had to "go abroad to end their life". 
 
She rejected euthanasia, but said "you have a right 
to kill yourself". 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -19527769 
 

108. New health minister supports right to 
die 
08 September 2012 The Times 
Anna Soubry, newly appointed Under-Secretary of 
State for Health has labelled as ódishonestô the laws 
on voluntary euthanasia.  However, she remains op-
posed to doctors ending patientsô lives. 
She also said ñI think it is ridiculous and appalling 
that people have to go abroad to end their life in-
stead of being able to end their life at home.ò 
 

109. I grew up in Broadmoor 
08 September 2012 Daily Mail 
Patrick McGrath writes over two pages of his child-
hood as the son of the last medical superintendent of 
Broadmoor Lunatic Asylum. 
 

NHS 

110. Department of Health: Measuring patient 
experience of integration in the NHS 
30 August 2012 ï DH  
A document setting out seven core questions that 
relate to integration of care that are already asked in 
existing surveys. NHS organisations are able to use 
the answers to these questions to develop a sense of 
how patients feel about integration between services 
locally at present. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/08/patient -experience -
integration/  

111. Join in the conversation on how to 
strengthen the NHS Constitution 
03 September 2012 - DH 
The NHS Future Forum, which is advising the Gov-
ernment on how the NHS Constitution might be 
strengthened, is talking about what the NHS Constitu-
tion means to them and are keen to hear your views. 
On a new blog launched today, members of the NHS 
Future Forum will explain what the NHS Constitution 
means to them and discuss ways of strengthening it. 
Join the conversation on the NHS Constitution blog 
The NHS Constitution sets out in one place what pa-
tients, staff and the public can expect from the NHS 
in England. It lays out: 
 

¶ patient and staff rights 

¶ the pledges the NHS is committed to achieve 

¶ the responsibilities that patients, staff and the pub-
lic owe to one another and to the health service. 

 
Read the NHS Constitution 
 
The Government asked the NHS Future Forum work-
ing group on the NHS Constitution to advise it on 
whether there is scope for strengthening the Constitu-

tion earlier this year. A formal public consultation will 
be held later this year, giving everyone a chance to 
have their say about the proposed changes. 

See the Future Forumôs earlier advice to the Secre-
tary of State for Health on the effect of the NHS 
Constitution to date, and the Secretary of Stateôs 
report to Parliament  

112. Numbers of individuals in receipt of NHS 
continuing healthcare 2009/10 to date 
03 September, 2012 ï DH  
The national framework for NHS continuing health-
care and NHS funded nursing care was introduced in 
2007, then it was revised in 2009 as a result of a 
commitment to review the national framework within 
12 months of its publication. The revised framework 
clarifies and supports consistency in the determina-
tion of eligibility for NHS continuing healthcare and 
NHS funded nursing care. 
 
The spreadsheet accessed via the news item link be-
low, provides the numbers of individuals in receipt of 
NHS continuing healthcare on a quarterly basis from 
2009/10 to date. The table has been updated to show 
the latest figures for quarter 1 of 2012/13. 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/continuing -healthcare -
spreadsheet/   

113. Stafford Hospital breast cancer services 
criticised 
03 September 2012 ï BBC News  
Stafford Hospital has been criticised in a new report 
on the standard of breast cancer care, describing the 
set-up as "deeply dysfunctional". 
 
The report was compiled by the Greater Midlands 
Cancer Research Network (GMCRN). 
 
The report said there was evidence of "open hostility" 
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between some clinicians and the management and 
highlighted a lack of support for the lead clinician 
from the Multi Disciplinary Team's (MDT) surgeons. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -stoke -staffordshire -
19471114 

114. Pontefract A&E department reopens 
overnight 
03 September 2012 ï BBC News  
Pontefract Hospital's A&E unit will be opening again 
overnight from 10.09.2012, a health trust has 
confirmed. 
 
Mid Yorkshire Hospitals Trust said it had signed a 
deal with an external provider to supply GPs to allow 
it to reopen. 
 
Since November 2011, the emergency unit was only 
able to open between 08:00 and 22:00 each day. 
 
Now the department will be staffed from 22:00 until 
08:00 for an initial 12 month period. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -leeds -19458246 

115. Do government cuts mean some now 
'dial 999 and wait'? 
03 September 2012 ï BBC News  
An article asking if cutbacks might be making our 
emergency services slower to respond. 
 
Six weeks ago, 83-year-old Patricia Warbey of Wat-
ford suffered a nasty fall in her home, but after wait-
ing over an hour she ended up calling her daughter 
for help. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19455784 

116. New chair and non executives directors 
announced for the MHRA 
04 September 2012 - DH 
Professor Sir Gordon Duff has been appointed as the 

new Chair of Medicines and Healthcare Products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) with effect from 
01.01.2013 and three non executive directors ï Sir 
Alan Langlands, Ms Deborah Oakley and Mr Martin 
Hindle have been appointed with effect from 
01.09.2012. 
 
In addition, two non executive directors of the MHRA, 
Professor Vincent Lawton and Professor Barrington 
Furr were re-appointed with effect from 21.07.2012. 
 
For further information, please go to the MHRA web-
site:www.mhra.gov.uk/NewsCentre/Pressreleases/
CON184410 

117. IT agreement to save the taxpayer over 
£1 billion 
04 September 2012 - DH 
Savings of over £1 billion will be reinvested into the 
NHS following the Department of Healthôs legally 
binding agreement with CSC, suppliers of the 
Lorenzo healthcare IT system. 
 
This agreement will give local hospitals and NHS or-
ganisations the power to make their own decisions 
about which IT systems they use. The money saved 
will go back into the NHS and would be enough to 
pay for half a million extra knee and hip operations, 
and almost 15,000 extra doctors. 
 
As part of the Governmentôs commitment to disman-
tle the National Programme for IT, the Department of 
Health, the local NHS and Cabinet Office have been 
in negotiations with CSC to ensure the existing Elec-
tronic Patient Record system, known as Lorenzo, is fit 
for purpose and focuses on the NHSôs current needs 
as well as providing value for money. Under the new 
agreement, CSCôs exclusive rights to be the only pro-
vider of clinical IT systems in the North, Midlands and 

East of England have been removed. 
 
The Government has been renegotiating its major 
contracts to not only ensure wasteful spending is 
eradicated but that major suppliers are offering the 
best value for money. 
 
Health Minister, Simon Burns said: 
 
ñBy dismantling the National Programme for IT, this 
new agreement will save taxpayers over £1 billion 
which will be reinvested in patient care and front line 
services. Weôve removed the restrictive, top-down, 
centralised approach and given the local NHS the 
power to make their own decisions about which IT 
systems they use. 
 
ñThe modern NHS still needs healthcare IT systems 
to exchange information securely and meet the needs 
of their patients. By re-shaping this contract, delays 
will be avoided in delivering much needed IT systems 
to the NHS, and will ensure the investment made to 
date is not wasted. 
 
ñThis agreement marks a step in the right direction 
and a move to a new way of working which will allow 
the NHS to secure value for money and tailor its IT 
systems to meet the needs of its local patients.ò 
 
Minister for the Cabinet Office Francis Maude said: 
  
ñSince May 2010 we have been building a strong op-
erations centre at the heart of Whitehall to ensure that 
Government runs more like the best businesses.  As 
part of this we have been negotiating with our major 
suppliers, acting as a true ósingle clientô, and generat-
ing savings of £806 million and £437 million respec-
tively in the first two years of this Parliament 
alone.  As I emphasised when I met with 20 of our top 
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suppliers just last month, ours is not a Government 
that will tolerate poor performance ï and todayôs an-
nouncement will leave suppliers in no doubt that we 
will act to strip out waste from contracts where they 
offer poor value for the taxpayer.ò 
 
This deal is claimed to represent the Governmentôs 
commitment to restoring local control over decision-
making and enabling greater choice for NHS organi-
sations ï ending the top down approach and central-
ised control of the past. 
 
Now local NHS organisations will no longer be com-
mitted to using Lorenzo, and will have the freedom to 
decide what IT systems are most suitable for their 
needs. 
 
CSC will retain responsibility for rolling out their 
Lorenzo Electronic Patient Record system, currently 
being used by 10 NHS organisations in the North, 
Midlands and East of England, to the NHS. 
 
If eligible local NHS organisations wish to use 
Lorenzo they will be able to access centralised sup-
port and funding but will first need to develop a ro-
bust business case and demonstrate value for 
money in order to gain approval to do so. 
 
Ed.  I am now thoroughly confused by Govern-
mentôs localism agenda.   If localism is the cure-
all claimed, then why is the Government propos-
ing, in effect, to overrule local planning concerns 
and considerations in the drive to boost the 
economy with house-building schemes? 

118. DH claims £1bn saving on IT deal 
04 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
DH is reported to have finally reached a deal with the 
National Programme for ITôs biggest provider, CSC, 

which it claims will save more than £1 billion and give 
NHS organisations freedom to choose their own IT 
providers. 

119. Concern about service change delay as 
Hunt replaces Lansley 
04 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
Andrew Lansley has been sacked as health secretary 
and replaced by Jeremy Hunt, sparking concern 
about delays to critical NHS service change plans. 

120. PCTs to be added to the EPS                 
authorisation directions from 1 December 
2012 
05 September 2012 - DH 
The national electronic prescriptions service (EPS) 
directions evaluation panel have approved 33 primary 
care trusts to be added to the EPS Directions.  The 
next stage will involve the PCTs being listed here as 
the beginning of the three month notice period. 
 
Release two of the Electronic Prescription Service 
(EPS R2) allows the electronic transfer of prescrip-
tions between prescribers and dispensers. Dispens-
ing contractors can deploy EPS R2 whenever they 
want.  Prescribers however cannot use electronic 
signatures needed for EPS R2 until their PCT is in-
cluded in the EPS directions. 
 
To ensure that there is a level playing field and all 
dispensing contractors have an opportunity to re-
spond to their local prescribersô change in status, 
there must be a three month notice period between 
any announcement that a PCT will be added to the 
directionsô schedule and the updated directions being 
issued.  This will allow dispensing contractors an op-
portunity to prepare to receive electronic prescrip-
tions. 
 

The list of the 33 PCTs to be added to the directions 
are: 
 

¶ Barking and Dagenham PCT 

¶ Barnet PCT 

¶ Bournemouth and Poole Teaching PCT 

¶ Bristol PCT 

¶ Camden PCT 

¶ Enfield PCT 

¶ Halton and St Helens PCT 

¶ Harrow PCT 

¶ Hartlepool PCT 

¶ Havering 

¶ Knowsley PCT 

¶ Leicester City PCT 

¶ Lewisham PCT 

¶ Middlesbrough PCT 

¶ NHS Ashton, Leigh and Wigan PCT 

¶ NHS Calderdale PCT 

¶ NHS Gloucestershire PCT 

¶ NHS Kingston PCT 

¶ NHS Richmond PCT 

¶ NHS Stoke on Trent PCT 

¶ NHS Sutton and Merton PCT 

¶ NHS Wandsworth PCT 

¶ North Somerset PCT 

¶ Plymouth Teaching PCT 

¶ Redcar and Cleveland PCT 

¶ South Birmingham PCT 

¶ South Gloucestershire PCT 

¶ Stockport PCT 
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¶ Stockton on Tees PCT 

¶ Surrey PCT 

¶ Swindon PCT 

¶ Torbay PCT 

¶ Wiltshire PCT 
 
The publication of the list of PCTs to be added to the 
directions on 01.12.2012 on the DH website signals 
the commencement of the three month notice period. 
This will bring the total number of authorised PCTs to 
116 from 01.12.2012. 

121. NHS diagnostics waiting times and       
activity data July 2012 and diagnostic         
census June 2012 
05 September 2012 - DH 
Diagnostics waiting times and activity ï July 
2012 
Data are published on waiting times and activity for 
15 key diagnostic tests for the month of July 
2012.  The key points are: 
 

¶ At the end of July 2012, there were 660,000 pa-

tients still waiting for one of 15 key diagnostic tests, 
and of these 6,115 were waiting 6 weeks or over 
from referral.  The number waiting 6 weeks or longer 
shows a decrease of 2,300 from June 2012, and a 
decrease of 4,700 from July 2011. 

¶ The 6,115 waiting over 6 weeks or longer repre-

sents 0.9% of all patients waiting for a test.  This 
compares to 1.3% at the end of June 2012 and 1.8% 
at the end of July 2011. 
Click here for full press release  

 

 

122. Analysis: Decisions need to be taken 
before Hunt's honeymoon ends 
05 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
HSJôs team of experts examine some of the issues 
Jeremy Hunt faces in his first months in his role as 
health secretary 

123. Bronglais Hospital ward closes due to 
staff shortage 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Health officials are insisting that patient care was not 
affected when a Ceredigion hospital ward was closed 
for two weekends in August due to staff shortages. 
 
Rhiannon Ward at Bronglais Hospital in Aberystwyth 
was closed by Hywel Dda Health Board on 18-19 and 
25-26 August. 
 
A small number of patients were moved to other 
wards. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -wales -mid -wales -19495656 

124. Cramlington emergency hospital          
contract awarded 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
A contract has just been awarded to build a new 
£70m emergency care hospital in Northumberland. 
 
Lend Lease will build the centre at Cramlington which 
will receive 999 and GP emergency admissions, an 
intensive care unit will provide specialist critical care 
for up to 18 patients and seven other wards will con-
tain 210 beds. 
 
The Trust says that it will be among the first in Eng-
land to have specialist A&E consultants on site 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -tyne -19482459 

 

125. Warning after ópoor careô seen at        
hospital 
05 September 2012 ï Yorkshire Evening Post 
The CQC has demanded immediate action over stan-
dards at Dewsbury and District Hospital after an in-
spection found that patients were waiting too long for 
buzzers to be answered and relatives were con-
cerned that their loved ones were being left inconti-
nent for ñsignificant periodsò. 
 
Bosses from Mid Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust said 
that those responsible have now been held to ac-
count. 
http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/latest -news/top -
stories/warning -after -poor -care-seen-at-hospital -1-4802927  
126. Local Authority Health Scrutiny 
06 September 2012 - ECCA 
The English community Care Association (ECCA) has 
responded to the DH proposals around Local Author-
ity Health Scrutiny. The proposals include extending 
the scope of health scrutiny to independent sector 
providers. 
 
Martin Green Chief Executive said: 
 
ñHealth scrutiny by local authorities has an important 
role to play in challenging NHS decisions. We want to 
know more about the implications for independent 
care homes commissioned by the NHS to provide 
continuing healthcare; what scrutiny might involve 
and what guidance will be available to providers, so 
that they understand what obligations will be placed 
on them.ò 
 
ñWhen looking at the care home sector we need a 
proportionate approach and assurances that any 
scrutiny aligns with other monitoring parts of the sys-
tem and so avoids unnecessary duplication.ò 
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127. Local schemes fall behind in NHSôs 
drive for efficiency 
06 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
The true performance of the NHSôs efficiency drive 
can be revealed after HSJ obtained the Department 
of Healthôs QIPP tracker. 

128. District general hospital trust forced to 
look for merger partner 
06 September 2012 - Health Service Journal 
A £145m-turnover district general hospital is the lat-
est to concede it cannot become a foundation trust 
on its own and look for a merger partner. 

129. Ipswich Hospital cuts free transport for 
dialysis patients 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Ipswich Hospital is to end the free service for pa-
tients attending clinical appointments for kidney di-
alysis patients from the end of the month, unless 
they meet assessment criteria. 
 
A spokesperson said the hospital was following na-
tional guidelines but critics say that it is simply a mat-
ter of life and death. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -suffolk -19504751  
130. South West NHS regional pay plan         
anger: MP Ben Bradshaw 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
Exeter Labour MP Ben Bradshaw says that plans by 
NHS trusts across south-west England to introduce 
regional pay are causing concern and anger among 
staff across the region. 
 
A leaked document showed that 20 hospitals and 
foundation trusts said they were looking at regional 
pay. 
 
NHS staff have already staged a series of protests 

against the proposal. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -19508688 

131. Department seeks chair and non             
executive members of Public Health England 
07 September 2012 - DH 
The Secretary of State for Health is seeking to ap-
point a chair and non executive members to Public 
Health England. Public Health Englandôs overall mis-
sion will be to protect and improve the health and well 
being of the population, and to reduce inequalities in 
health and well being outcomes. 
 
Chair 
Ref: E12-19 
The chair will be an outstanding individual with a first-
class reputation who will be able to advise and sup-
port the chief executive in successfully running and 
developing Public Health England.   
Candidates must be able to demonstrate they have 
excellent chairing skills and significant experience of 
successfully leading a complex, high profile organisa-
tion. 
 
Remuneration for the chair role is up to £39,000 per 
annum for approximately six days per month. 
 
chair of Public Health England Information pack for 
applicants 
chair of Public Health England application form 
 
Non executive members 
Ref: E12-21 
The non executive members, one of whom will chair 
the audit and risk committee, will have an important 
role in supporting the chair and contributing to the 
organisationôs strategic direction and govern-
ance.  Candidates will have a track record of achieve-
ment at the highest level and will need to demon-

strate sound judgement, based on their ability to con-
sider complex issues. 
 
Remuneration for non executive members is £7,883 
per annum, with £13,137 per annum payable to the 
audit committee chair, for a time commitment of be-
tween two to three days per month. 
Appointment of the chair and the non executive mem-
bers will be for terms of up to four years, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary of State. 
 
non executive members of Public Health England 

information pack for applicants 
non executive members application form 
 
How to apply 
If you require an alternative format such as braille, 
large print or audio please call Samantha Alcock on 
0113 254 5845 quoting the relevant reference num-
ber. 
 
Closing date 
The closing date for chair applications is 12 noon on 
28 September 2012.  Interviews for the chair post will 
take place on the afternoon of 30 October 2012. 
 
The closing date for non executive member applica-
tions is 12 noon on 9 October 2012. 
 
More information 
Read more about non executive appointments. 

132. Queen's Award for Surrey hospitals' 
volunteers 
08 September 2012 ï BBC News  
The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service has been 
presented to 380 volunteers at a hospital trust in 
Surrey for "devoting their time, skills and energy for 
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the benefit of others" within the Ashford and St 
Peter's Hospitals NHS Trust.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -surrey -19530328  

Nursing 

133. Nurses 'having to clean toilets and mop 
floors' 
04 September 2012 ï BBC News  
A survey of 1,000 NHS nurses and health assistants 
reveals that they are having to clean toilets and mop 
hospital floors amid concerns over cleaning 
provision. 
 
Over half stated that they believed cleaning services 
for their wards were inadequate and a fifth said hos-
pital managers had cut back on cleaning.  
 
Two-fifths had cleaned a bed after an infectious pa-
tient had been discharged and three-quarters said 
they had not received training for such cleaning. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19468770 

134. Nurses leaders warn regional pay plan 
would harm care 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
The Royal College of Nursing have warned NHS 
leaders that proposals to scrap national pay and 
conditions deals would harm patient care.  
 
The union has written to senior managers at 20 
trusts in south west England who are considering a 
regional approach, to try to save money.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19506612  
 

 

Older People 

135. ChildLine founder Esther Rantzen to 
pilot IOM helpline 
03 September 2012 ï BBC News  
ChildLine founder Esther Rantzen is aiming to launch 
a pilot for a new helpline service for the elderly in the 
Isle of Man in November this year. 
 
The charity will provide a 24-hour help service in the 
same way which ChildLine works for young people. 
 
The new service will give help and advice as well as 
providing links to local charities and social care op-
tions. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world -europe -isle -of-man-
19462875 

136. Over 60s invited to take part in domestic 
abuse study 
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 
People in Somerset aged over 60 and have experi-
enced domestic violence are being invited to take 
part in a new study funded by Somerset County 
Council. 
 
The research aims to find out how well current ser-
vices are meeting the needs of the over 60s and the 
project also wants to hear from anyone who has an 
interest in helping develop future services. 
 
Taking part will involve an anonymous interview, by 
phone or in person.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk -england -somerset -19493576 

 

 

 

137. 'Magic carpet' can detect or even predict 
a fall  
05 September 2012 ï BBC News 

 
Researchers have revealed a "magic carpet" that can 
detect falls and may even predict mobility problems. 
 
Beneath the carpet is a mesh of optical fibres that 
detect and plot movement as pressure bends them, 
changing the light detected at the carpet's edges. 
 
These deflect light patterns help electronics "learn" 
walking patterns and detect if they are deteriorating, 
for instance in the elderly. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science -environment -19479365 

138. Fish boosts ageing muscle recovery 
06 September 2012 ï Age UK 
New research has shown that fish oil and regular vis-
its to the gym can help ageing muscles remain strong 
and healthy. 
 
Scientists from Aberdeen University's Musculoskele-
tal Research Programme piloted a trial where women 
pensioners combined doses of fish oil with regular 
visits to the gym to try and combat the effects of sar-
copenia, otherwise known as age-related muscle 
loss. 
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http://www.ageuk.org.uk/latest -news/fish -boosts -ageing -
muscle -recovery/  

139. Fish oils 'help slow age decline' 
06 September 2012 ï BBC News 
A study suggests that moderate exercise, and a 
regular intake of oily fish fatty acids, keeps elderly 
immobility at bay. 
 
Findings of a recent trial show that women aged over 
65 who received omega-3 fatty acids gained almost 
twice as much muscle strength following exercise 
than those taking olive oil. 
 
A larger trial is now planned to confirm these findings 
and to determine why muscle condition improves and 
the findings are being presented at the British Sci-
ence Festival in Aberdeen. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science -environment -19494801  
140. Joan Bakewell: 'Am I drinking too much 
in old age?' 
07 September 2012 ï BBC News 
In this article, Joan Bakewell, the Government's 
former voice of older people,has  investigated the 
hidden problem of alcohol abuse in her generation 
and confronts her own social drinking habits. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health -19508585 

Parliament 
                         
11.09.2012 ï HoC ï Health Select Committee - Sub-
ject: Annual accountability hearing with the Care 
Quality Commission 
Witness(es): Dame Jo Williams DBE, Chair, and 
David Behan CBE, Chief Executive 
 
14.09.2012 ï HoC ï Legislation - Mental Health 
(Discrimination) (No. 2) Bill - Second reading - Gavin 
Barwell 

Adjournment - Improving cancer outcomes in the 
NHS - Mr John Baron 

141. Parliamentary Questions and Debate 
from the Past Week  
The following section is produced in conjunction 
with specialists in health and social care, PLMR ï 
Political Lobbying & Media Relations ï 
www.plmr.co.uk 
 
The House of Lords is in recess and returns on 
08.10.2012. 
 

04 September 2012 - House of Lords ï Written an-
swer from Damian Green MP, the Minister of State 
for Crime and Policing. The question tabled by Con-
servative MP Oliver Colville, asked the Government 
what guidance had been issued to the police on pro-
cedures when dealing with children with aggressive 
autism. In response, Damian Green stated that the 
Government had provided no specific guidance cov-
ering police procedures in relation to responding to 
children with aggressive autism. However, he pointed 
to the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) 
and the Department of Health publication 'Guidance 
on Responding to People with Mental Ill Health or 
Learning Disabilities', issued in 2010.  

 
To view online, click on the following link: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/
cmhansrd/cm120905/
text/120905w0001.htm#120905w0001.htm_sbhd55  

 
04 September 2012 - House of Commons ï Written 
answer from Norman Lamb MP, Minister of State for 
the Department of Health. The question tabled by 
Conservative MP Oliver Colville, asked the Govern-
ment what plans it had to ensure that they have put in 
place dementia-friendly policies since the Prime Min-

ister's challenge on dementia. In response, Norman 
Lamb stated that the dementia-friendly communities 
Champion Group, which is co-chaired by Jeremy 
Hughes, chief executive of the Alzheimer's Society, is 
taking forward work with a range of organisations in-
cluding industry to deliver key commitments relating 
to dementia-friendly communities. He also pointed to 
the work done by the Dementia Action Alliance, a 
group of over 100 organisations including charities, 
businesses and industry working together to improve 
quality of life for people with Dementia and their car-
ers. He noted that each member of the Alliance has 
published an action plan setting out publicly what it 
will do to help improve outcomes for people with de-
mentia and their carers over the lifetime of the Na-
tional Dementia Strategy to 2014. 
 
To view online, click on the following link: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/
cmhansrd/cm120905/
text/120905w0002.htm#120905w0002.htm_sbhd13   

 
 
04 September 2012 - House of Commons ï Written 
answer from Norman Lamb MP, Minister of State for 
the Department of Health. The question tabled by 
Conservative MP Oliver Colville, asked the Govern-
ment what measures it had put in place to ensure 
consistency among GP commissioning boards in dif-
ferent areas when prescribing medicines for people 
with dementia. In response, Norman Lamb stated that 
primary care trusts are legally required by a direction 
from the Secretary of State for Health to make fund-
ing available to enable clinicians to prescribe treat-
ments recommended by NICE technology appraisal 
guidance within three months of publication of final 
guidance.  
 
To view online, click on the following link: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/
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cmhansrd/cm120905/
text/120905w0002.htm#120905w0002.htm_sbhd13   

Social Care 

142. Online re-registration now open for        
social workers 
04 September 2012 ï Community Care 
All 88,063 registered social workers in England 
should have now received details of how to renew 
their registration with Health and Care Professions 
Council (HCPC) online. 
 
The renewal system is now open and will remain 
open until 30 November to enable a log in with acti-
vation and authentication codes, complete the decla-
ration and pay the HCPC's registration fees.  If this is 
not done, you will no longer be able to practise as a 
social worker.  
 
You can find out more about the changes to registra-
tion, including how much to pay in fees, by register-
ing free for Community Careôs comprehensive guide. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/blogs/social -work -
blog/2012/09/online -re-registration -now -ope.html   
143. Cameron culls social care ministers in 
reshuffle 
05 September 2012 ï Community Care 
David Cameron has had a mass clearout of social 
care ministers in his Government reshuffle, sparking 
questions about a loss of expertise and continuity in 
policy for the sector. 
 
Both ministers with responsibility for social care and 
social work - Paul Burstow (adult services) and Tim 
Loughton (children's services) - were removed to the 
backbenches, triggering concerns of a loss of exper-
tise and momentum in both areas. 
 

Burstow's former boss, Andrew Lansley, has also 
been removed from his post as health secretary to 
become leader of the House of Commons, while chil-
dren's minister Sarah Teather, who had responsibility 
for disabled children's issues, has also lost her job. 
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/05/09/2012/118498/
Cameron -culls -social -care-ministers -in-reshuffle.htm  

144. The King's Fund responds to Jeremy 
Hunt's appointment as Secretary of State for 
Health 
05 September 2012 ï DH 
Professor Chris Ham, Chief Executive at The Kingôs 
Fund has commented on the Cabinet reshuffle: 
 
ñJeremy Hunt takes up his post with the NHS per-
forming well after years of investment and reform. 
However, fundamental changes in the way care is 
delivered are needed if the NHS is to respond to the 
demands of an ageing population, changing burden 
of disease and rising patient expectations. ñ 
 
ñThe new Secretary of State must show political lead-
ership by supporting the case for radical transforma-
tion in the delivery of care. Although funding pres-
sures on the NHS and social care are an immediate 
and pressing concern, he must focus on addressing 
the longer term challenges and ensure change bene-
fits patients.ò 
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/press/press_releases/
the_kings_funds_1.html  

Workforce 

Nothing to report 
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Today saw David Cameron's first major Government 
reshuffle, giving PLMR the opportunity to dig down 
into the movers and shakers and present our readers 
with the new Cabinet in full. With all Liberal Democ-
rat Secretaries of State keeping their positions, all 
eyes were on the Conservative party top order in 
today's announcements. 
 
In one of the boldest moves Jeremy Hunt has been 
promoted to Health Secretary, with Andrew Lansley 
now sitting as Leader of the Commons. This has 
been widely seen as a demotion and reflects the 
widespread unrest stirred up by Lansley's health re-
forms. Watch this space for how Hunt plays it. In 
other corners Kenneth Clarke, a member of the Con-
servative front bench since 1972, is no longer Secre-
tary of State for Justice, having been replaced by 
Chris Grayling. This is a nod to the right of the party, 
but stalwart Clarke will continue to attend cabinet as 
a Minister without Portfolio. After the u-turn on for-
estry Caroline Spelman is also dropped from Defra in 
favour of former Northern Ireland Secretary, Owen 
Paterson. 
 
With widespread reports that women would feature 
heavily in today's reshuffle, there are just as many 
going down as going up within the Cabinet. Baroness 
Warsi loses her Party Co-Chairmanship, Caroline 
Spelman is out, Cheryl Gillan loses Wales and 
Justine Greening is moved to International Develop-
ment. Promotions have come for Maria Miller and 
Theresa Villiers, but we suspect it will be in the lower 
ranking positions where women will be given the big-
gest boost. PLMR will be reporting on junior appoint-
ments in the next couple of days.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon William Hague MP (Con)   
First Secretary of State, Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs 
  
 

PLMR says: 
Hague is remaining as Foreign Secretary. This 
comes as no surprise as he has refused to leave 
the Foreign Office, hinting it will be his last job in 
politics, and doesn't have eyes for any other.   
 

 
 
Rt Hon George Osborne MP (Con)     
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
  
 
 
 

PLMR says: 
A non-mover. Despite growing pressure from 
both sides of the Commons, Cameron held firm 
with his Chancellor, sending out a strong signal 
that the Government will stick to Plan A on deficit 
reduction.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Danny Alexander MP (LD) 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury  
 
 
 
 

PLMR says: 
Danny Alexander has become an important lynch-
pin for the Liberal Democrats after David Laws 
resigned soon after the coalition's formation.  He 
has grown into the role and become a vital player 
in 'The Quad,' the foursome that push coalition 
strategy through. In the reshuffle Alexander has 
stayed put, despite drawing criticism in some cir-
cles for his 2011 windfall tax on North Sea Oil 
revenue. 

 
 
Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP (Con) 
Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State 
for Justice (previously Minister of State 
for Employment) 
 
 

PLMR says:  
Grayling was one of the three Shadow Cabinet 
Members to oppose the Coalition with the Liberal 
Democrats and is to the right of the party, making 
him popular with rank and file Conservatives.  His 
promotion to Justice Secretary will most likely 
mark a shift in that Department. Whilst Ken Clarke 
said that the Human Rights Act was here to stay, 
Grayling has previously said he wants to "rip it 
up". 
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Rt Hon Theresa May MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment / Minister for Women and 
Equalities 
  
 

 
PLMR says:  
Without much room for manoeuvre above her, 
May is unsurprisingly a non-mover in today's re-
shuffle.  
She heads a famously chaotic department, with a 
wide brief covering policing, security and border 
control. There is still much work to be done. 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Philip Hammond MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Defence   
  
 
 
 

 
PLMR says:    
A long-serving frontbencher, Hammond has 
made his way steadily up through the Opposition 
ranks. He is well regarded and has only recently 
moved into this post after the mini reshuffle 
around Chris Huhne's departure.  With his ana-
lytical strengths and broad commercial experi-
ence it makes sense that he has stayed put. A 
safe pair of hands for Cameron. 
 
 
 
 

 
Rt Hon Dr Vincent Cable MP (LD) 
Secretary of State for Business, Inno-
vation and Skills   
  
 
 

 
PLMR says:  
Some senior Tory MPs called on Cable to be 
sacked, arguing that he represented a 
"roadblock" to the economic recovery and em-
ployment laws' shake-up. However, a ComRes 
poll for the Independent, published in August, 
found that one in three Britons preferred Cable as 
Chancellor to Osborne. He is a respected, influen-
tial figure in the party. 

 
 
Rt Hon Iain Duncan Smith MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Work and Pen-
sions 
  
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
Unsurprisingly IDS is a non-mover. His overhaul 
of the welfare system has yet to come into full 
effect and his 'Universal Credit' has proved popu-
lar on all sides. He has faced a lot of criticism for 
his changes to disability benefits, but his experi-
ence in social justice (setting up Centre for Social 
Justice) and his respect within the party proves 
him to be well suited to his current position. 
 
 
 
 

 
Rt Hon Edward Davey MP (LD) 
Secretary of State for Energy and Cli-
mate Change   
  
 
 

 
PLMR says:    
A non-mover. Davey only took up this role in Feb-
ruary 2012 and has not had enough time to estab-
lish himself in the role.   
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP (Con)  
Secretary of State for Health 
(previously Secretary of State for Cul-
ture, Media, Olympics and Sport)  
 
 

PLMR says:   
Hunt continues to surf the wave of good feeling 
the summer has brought him. One of the key poli-
ticians involved in the Olympic Games, deemed a 
huge success by even the most cynical sections 
of the press, and endorsed by Cameron during 
his time at the centre of the NewsCorp storm, Jer-
emy Hunt's promotion to Health Secretary is a 
nod of recognition from the PM. However, Hunt 
must know as well as anyone that taking over 
from Lansley will not be without challenge, with 
the BMA and medical profession eagerly antici-
pating his approach to health reform.   
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Rt Hon Michael Gove MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Education 
 
 
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
Popular within the ranks of the Conservative 
Party and widely touted as a bold reformer Gove 
holds on to his position to continue his work re-
organising the UK schooling system. His tenure 
has not been without controversy, with BSF, 
school sports and GCSEs stirring much debate. 
The decision to keep Gove in post signals Cam-
eron's backing of Gove's policy programme.   
 

 
 
Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP (Con) 
  
Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government 
 
 

 
PLMR says:   
No move for Pickles. Having shown himself to be 
a stalwart MP, loyal to the leadership and a gate-
keeper to David Cameron's new regime for Parlia-
mentary selections, Pickles is safe. He also 
brings rare experience in local government to the 
Cabinet.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Transport 
(previously Chief Whip) 
   
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
Former miner Patrick McLoughlin has been 
moved from Chief Whip to replace Justine Green-
ing as Transport Secretary. This is more of a side-
ways move than a promotion, but McLoughlin will 
be a full member of the Cabinet and for the first 
time will have a public profile, which he never had 
in his long tenure as Whip. This also helps Cam-
eron boost his working class representation in 
Cabinet.      

 
 
Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (previously 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland) 
  
 

 
PLMR says: 
Paterson's promotion from Northern Ireland to 
Environment Secretary continues the neo-
Thatcherite's upward trajectory. He served as 
Shadow Environment Secretary from 2003-2005, 
giving him clear credentials to work under the 
environment brief. He made waves across the last 
parliament, being the first member of the cabinet 
to say publicly he does not support gay marriage 
and will have the scope to create more contro-
versy in his new role. 
 

 
Rt Hon Justine Greening MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for International De-
velopment (previously Secretary of 
State for Transport)     
 
 

       
PLMR says:  
Justine Greening has been moved from her trans-
port brief and appointed the Secretary of State for 
International Development. This demotion indi-
cates that Cameron could be bowing to the con-
tinued serious political and business pressure for 
a third runway at Heathrow, as Greening was a 
fierce campaigner against the airport expansion. 
Boris Johnson has already criticised Cameron's 
decision to move Greening as it shows that the 
government is committed to the "simply mad" 
policy of a third runway. 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Maria Miller MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport; Minister for Women and 
Equalities (previously Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State Minister for 
Disabled People) 

  
PLMR says:   
Maria Miller's move to replace Jeremy Hunt as 
Culture Secretary does not come as a huge sur-
prise - she is well liked in parliament, a hard 
worker and a quickly became a clear contender 
for promotion. Miller has also taken over the 
Women and Equalities portfolio, which was held 
by Liberal Democrat Lynne Featherstone at the 
Home Office.    
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Rt Hon Theresa Villiers MP (Con) 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
(previously Minister of State - Depart-
ment for Transport)  
  
 

 
PLMR says:   
Elevated to the Shadow Cabinet after less than 
seven months in Parliament, Villiers has contin-
ued her upward trajectory through her promotion 
to Northern Ireland Secretary. This move is a 
clear indication of David Cameron's drive to 
"feminise" the image of the Tory Party.   
 

 
 
Rt Hon Michael Moore MP (LD) 
Secretary of State for Scotland   
  
 
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
In 2005, despite a swing to the Conservatives, 
Moore managed to secure a healthy majority. In 
2010, he won an unexpected promotion into the 
Cabinet as Secretary of State for Scotland less 
than three weeks into the Coalition Government, 
replacing Danny Alexander after the sudden res-
ignation of David Laws. His run of success con-
tinues, having done enough to stay in his post.   
 
 
 
 

 
Rt Hon David Jones MP (Con)  
Secretary of State for Wales 
(previously Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State, Wales Office) 
   
 

 
PLMR says:  
David Jones has been appointed Secretary of 
State for Wales, creeping up the ladder from his 
Junior Ministerial role and ousting Cheryl Gillan. 
He speaks Welsh, his constituency is in Wales 
and he has served in the Welsh Assembly. 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP (Con)  
Minister without Portfolio; Conserva-
tive Party Chairman (previously Minis-
ter of State for Housing and local Gov-
ernment) 
   

 
PLMR says:   
Shapps has been moved from his housing brief 
and appointed as Conservative Party Chairman, 
attending Cabinet as Minister without Portfolio. 
He has always been a dedicated supporter of 
Cameron, seconding his nomination in the 2005 
leadership contest. His energetic and innovative 
campaigning ability has turned heads within the 
Conservative Party - he spent one Christmas Eve 
sleeping rough in London to draw attention to the 
plight of the homeless, and subsequently helped 
launch the Conservative Homelessness Founda-
tion.       
 

 
Rt Hon Lord Strathclyde (Con) 
Leader of the House of Lords and 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
 
 
 

 
PLMR says:  
A non-mover, Lord Strathclyde has returned to 
his role as Leader of the House of Lords, despite 
scandal surrounding his alleged affair with a 
Green Party activist in 2011. He has ridden out the 
threats of Lords reform in the last parliament, 
which he was thoroughly opposed to, and will 
continue to preside over what he describes as a 
"more authoritative" second chamber, which 
"may resist changes rather more than it does 
now." 
 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Andrew Lansley CBE MP (Con)  
Leader of the Commons (previously 
Secretary of State for Health) 
 
 
 

PLMR says:  
Lansley remains in Cabinet, but has been moved 
from his Heath brief to Leader of the House of 
Commons. As Health Secretary, Lansley came 
under intense fire for his NHS reforms, but has 
shown significant resilience. In one of the boldest 
moves of the reshuffle Cameron has not allowed 
him to remain in post in order to see his contro-
versial reforms through. It is reported that Lan-
sley did not want any other Ministerial portfolio. 
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Oliver Heald MP (Con)  
Solicitor General (previously back 
bench) 
 
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
Heald has bounced back on to the front benches, 
replacing Edward Garnier as Solicitor General. 
He is "surprised but delighted" to have been of-
fered the role, to which he will bring 23 years ex-
perience of practicing as a barrister. 

 
 
Rt Hon Andrew Mitchell MP (Con) 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treas-
ury; Chief Whip 
 
 
 

PLMR says: 
Mitchell is a man who likes to lurk behind the 
scenes, being one of four ringleaders in a plot to 
oust Iain Duncan Smith in 2002. He has been 
something of a smooth operator, despite his sup-
port for David Davis in the 2005 leadership con-
test he was given a Shadow Cabinet position by 
Michael Howard and stayed in the post under 
David Cameron. Mitchell has been moved from 
International Development and appointed Chief 
Whip, which will give him ample opportunity to 
show his credentials as "the thrasher," as he was 
known in the school playground. Although the 
Chief Whip is usually not a full member of cabi-
net - he just attends - this is the post that 
Mitchell, the former International Development 
Secretary, has always wanted.  

 
Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke QC MP (Con) 
Minister without Portfolio (previously 
Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State 
for Justice)  
  
 

 
PLMR says: 
Kenneth Clarke's removal from the Justice Secre-
tary position is one of the more controversial 
moves of the reshuffle. A stalwart of the Party, 
Kenneth Clarke has often been rebellious and 
Cameron has now taken heed of the right of the 
party and moved him. He keeps a Cabinet seat 
though as Minister without Portfolio. 
 

 
 
Rt Hon Baroness Warsi (Con) 
Senior Minister of State, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office; Minister for 
Faith and Communities  
 
 

 
PLMR says: 
Despite her vocal protestations, Warsi has been 
demoted following a difficult year for the former 
Co-Chair of the Party. She will still attend Cabinet, 
but not as a full member. 
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Warnings 
 
Brunswicksô Healthcare Review contains news summaries from a 
variety of third party providers.  It is not a comprehensive guide 
from all potential sources.  Whilst we try to ensure that the content 
of Brunswicksô Healthcare Review are correct, we do not check 
third party sources and we cannot guarantee total accuracy.  You 
must not treat anything in this publication as constituting legal 
advice.  
 
We cannot guarantee all hypertext links will always be in  
working order.   
 
This newsletter is intended for health and social care  
businesses based and carried on in England and/or Wales.  
 
Brunswicks LLP accepts no liability whatsoever for any act done or 
not done in reliance upon anything read in this publication.   
Liability is excluded to the fullest extent permitted.  Regulated by 
the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 
 

Data Protection Act 
 
Brunswicks LLP will process (gather, use, store etc.) your personal 
information in our email database in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1998.  The information may be disclosed to other 
Brunswicks' associated businesses to, for example, update you on 
new products or provide updates and briefings which we think 
might be of relevance to you.  The information will not be disclosed 
to any other organisation, unless we have an obligation to do so. 
 
If you want your details removed from our database please click 
here and type ñRemoveò.  

Brunswicks LLP is a limited liability partnership registered  in England & Wales.  
Registered Office Suite 3, 56 Hamilton Square, Birkenhead CH41 5AS.  Registered Number OC311095.   
Members: Andrew W Dawson; Keith M Lewin.  Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. 
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